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by A Special Co:rupondmt./ o
[ THOUSAND My Laig is a re- level wherc the hope for agricul there .as- ls coﬁee
port based upon informa- .tural development was. - onl

tion gathered durine a twelve-
day visit to the then Bast Pak-
istan in early June, 1971 by a
World Bank Missioyy for consi~
dering the World Bank assis-
tance to Pakistan, mem
bers of the Mission visited.
twelve of the nine‘een districts.
The then Martial Law Autho-
rities very meticulouslv. arran-
ged these trips to selected pla-
ces so that the atrocities com-
mitted by the brutal West Pak-
istani militarv personnel do not
come afloat and even arranged
Bengali officers tg accompany
the visiting team 1o various
places to prove to the team
that the Martial Law Authori-
ties were_allowing Bengali offi-
cers tg divulge the truth in
private also, Bengali officers
were at a grear disadvantage
because if anvthing went wrong
and if the report of the team
is not managed ty b~ a favour-
able one to the advantage of
Pakistan Govt. the Martial Law
Authorities would be able tn
throttle them. Yet th Bengali
officers at the risk of their lives -
did not falter 1o  apprise the
team of the truth of the West
Pakistan attitude ang atrocities |
inflicted on the people of Bang:
ladesh and of course suffered
she uenitence of such daring
attitude later in the nds of
the Armv Intelligence.

The Bank Mission’s report is
4 large one and covers several
pages; it is nor possible to re-
print the entire report and as
such a portion of the reror( is
1enroduced here for informa-
tion of the people of Bangla-
desh that w'th all the precau-
tions taken by the Military, the
tru'h could nat he suppressed
even though some of the mem-
bers of the team  wanted 1o
e¢xclude (ertain portions which
woul } 2o aeainst the  Military
Govt, We are reproducing here
verbatim a por.jon of the re-
port which will prove that even
to a visitor the atiocities were
ubvious and that everv Benga-
lec at (he risk of hfe dig  his
part to emancipate the coun-
try. )

THE human tragedy that oc-

curred in a small
hamlet known as My Lai
in South Vietnam is

The human tragedv that oc-
gurred in @ small hamlet known
as Mv Lai in South Vietnam is
now being repeated in o whole
country ang upon a whole
na‘ion, A thousand Mg Lai are
being perpetrated in Bengladesh
everv cay. by the marauding
trigger-happy  gunmen from
West Pakistan.

On the conclusion of an €x-
tensive study tour of Bangla-
desh, ten represen'atives of the
World Bank submitted a joint
report recommending an imme-
diate suspension of aid to West
Pakistan. Before dealing with
the official report of the World
Bank m'ssion the reader may
find great interest in the obsers
vations of Mr. Hendrik Van cer
Heijden, Economist, tan
Division, IBRD,

Insertion of individual reports
of the other members of the

- World Bank team would have
been of great value. Nonethe-
fess this document helps to give
a complete and faithful pi cture
We regret our inabilily to pro-
cess the remnainirg ind.vidual
reports

rts are so graphic
and authomanve that t need
no preface or comments, Would
it be possible for expmple to
surpass |he follow ng excerpts?
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(Kushﬁa) everyone ﬁed It was
like the morning after a nuclear
attack, The people were terri.

fieq and sull shocked ‘an
dazed",
“Ir is at the Thana (village

community) level where the
shock waves of the army action
hit the hardest. It was at this

Thousan."

been set back by at Im( ﬁve
vears.
The purpose of this preface is
d(. request vou to give this brief
ent your time and atten-
tion. After you have read it
through, would vou mot do
something to stop the genocide?
A million people have a'ready
been bombe, d,_ "lg‘:_avoneled 01!-

woimen have been. raped o .
death. and about exght m’llion
refugees have fled to Ingdia.

Would you do yvour little bit
to persuade your Government
to cut off all economic and

ili*ary aid and credits to West

akistan?

Would vou awaken (2 United
Nations from its ?Rerer;ce
and apa‘hy? Could we count
on vour help, material and
moral?

1. The visit to the western
area of Easy Pakistan which
took place from June 3 to June

6, 1971 cen‘ered around  three
major cities there: Jessore
Khulna ang Kushtia. In addi

tion. I visited Chalna Anchor-
aze and the adjoining service
citv of Mangla.

2. As | left in the early morn-
ing of June 3, 1971 for Jessore-
by regular PIA  commercial
flight-it already became appa-
rent at the Dacca airport that
the Military Law  Authorities
(MLA)were s‘ill keeping in force
elaborate securty precautions:
all luggage was carefullysear-
ched, none was allowed Into
the airplane, passengers were
carefully searched and double
checked by Army Security offi-
cers. Before entering the plane,
another check took place: this
time to ensute thag cigacette
lighter and matches were Tot
carried into the plane. Tg top
it all armed soldiers en'ered
the cabin and flew as escorts,
demanding that aly passengers
remained seated  during the
entire flight., The plan: was
fully loaded: government offi-
cials army personnel and some
civilians, including some women
and children.

Jessore Area

3. Avproaching Jessore. it be
came soon clear that this was
the area where the Army Puni-
tive action had b2n very
severc: from the air tens of
totally gdestroved villages were
clearly visible, a building was
st'll in fire, and t the eas'ern
side of the runway a good many
houses hLad been destroved. The
airport was heavlly fuarded b
Armed Forces who also vontrol-
leq access 1o the airport. Upon
landing, so'diers moved forward
to the aircraft and took ‘pos
tion around it. A heavy mlitary
presence around the passenger
term’'nal was noted. The car
from the Khulna District Com-
missioner was there to take me
to Jessore first when I saw the
Deputy Commis'ﬂoner of Jes-
sore, the ADC, the police com-
missioner and the Secretary of
the Peace Committee.

4, Jessore has suffered badly
from the disturbances. When
the Armv moved out of
Cantonment area on _ April 5
(from March 25 unti Aprl S
Jessore was held by the “mis

creants”); it reportedly met
jittle in ¢ wav of strong kﬁ‘sw
tance from the East

forces, and most of thé very
mw damage in Jessore was

result—reportedly—os the
Army_vunitive so‘ion. The au-
thorit’es estimate that the popu.

lation of Jessore itself is down
people were

Some zo'ooo
hu@ Jessore " town.
cxty's centre fas heen ces-

cent of

city's bakeries have been burn-

el (So that bread is unavmlahle o

_women and childrer,

. As a result of the d'slocation ot

3 Yive dy
‘510 per cent of the shops

that are there have o ned. "
Schools remaiy ¢ or:alk|
practical purpos:s: about half.
of the teachers report for du'y
but less than ten cent of the
children attend Tessor
now a male city, with -

sent to the oounzry-s:dz. ‘

sore District iS so Ssevere
the authonués estimate”
some: 430000 people have
affecetd out of a totaj D)strict
population of 25 miilion, Hali ;
a mnlhon p S\l'e have fled” to|.
India, Virtually all economic
activity has come to a haly in
Jessore city which in the after
noon looks like a ghost town.
In the R o oste besid
Army oersonnel ventures inta|
the streets. The sugar and cot-
ton mill remain closed, the ciga-
ret‘e factory operates at35 per
cent of its no
capacity, all public  works’
DI"O mmes e Some |
lt, stocks ot brick facto-

nes are very hi zh (indicating
the loss of one entire construc:
tion season) ang  while the
Government administ n in
formally functjoning (some ¥
per cent of the employees have
reparted for work), in practical
rerms it does not operate: peo-
ple have ceased to come to
Government offices. Since the
Army ac’ion no.one has come
to apply for licences and while
there normally would be heavy
achvity at the Justice Depart-
ment (settlement of land dis-|.
putes etc.) no one is coming
now. The collection of revenuea
nad barely started, Some banks
were open, but very few transac
tious took place.- ADBP's-officeq
was opened but had not made
any loans nor had it received
any payments,

6. Transport -has_been badly
affected by the disturbances:
30 per cent of the stock of
trucks have gone ou! of com-
mission (more than 100 out of
200) with more trucks having
gone tn India, Many buses have
been reguisitioned by the Arimy.
are now *n India or are being
hidden to prevent requisition
ing. Tra‘n service has been parti-
ally restored: the signallin
sv,tem
comunission,
are all
whole, intercity
less than 5 per cent of normal.

the transportation system, there
are shortages of sait, tea, wash
m; soap and kerosene, -

important aspect of the
si'uauon in the Jessore areg Is
that the area eis by no means

e

- recure, Government officers]..
cannot any more easily enterl.
the villages as they runth‘erlsk
ot being shot by the “mis-
creants.” A number of these
incidents took place in the week
before | arrived, and the Army

cting to these incidents by
o ywn the villages from
eg bexnz

burning d
which th e shorts are
- fired; y: - the
ronzes the nopulanon.
larly aiming at
guspected members
Awami gue.

Khulna

i 03 way to Khulna just}-
[3 swoﬁ p?uc buses and

cars were noti An Army

patrol moved south and when-
ever people were in sight, they
fled as fagt as they could. H:
way to Khulna I vigited _the
Jessore Jute Industry a _firm

400 workers and operas
ted on ‘a three-shift basis. The
firm as hessian looms. 100
sacking *Joon ’
looms for {]
wmet back. y
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. West Pakis‘an, The

(Cdutintied from page 2)

Jlooms and two ghifts of the
hroadiooms, though only
vartially; ‘it operates 40  nar-

E%w loomauand 38 bmiadlo?mst
nsequently, production is af
less than 10 vercent of original

mma«:ityr ‘f,gr ﬁe'w 0c

of the returning workers: there
is an acute shortage -of weavers
who have fled to their _native
villages in the Noal

and Faridpur areas,

- 9. Khulna city has b?h: sub

stantially cen-
tre town, the approaches to it.
Very heavy destruction was
unserved in the areas alongs'de
the road and along the river
leading un to Newsprint
Factory aﬁd the Platinum Jub-
lee Jute Mill, As g result of the
disturbances destruction
of houses and continuin,
uncerta‘nty regarding life an
nroverty, a large sej t . of
the population has from
the city: in fact, the population
of Greater Khulna is down
from 400,000 to 150,000, It is, as
Jessore, a cl'y, People do
er dark. The

secure: all through my s'ay in
Khulna 6 Policeemen  armed
with rifles acCompanied me. At
nicht which I s’pent at the Pla.
finum Jubﬂee ute Mill's guest
house, the guards were stren-
sthened to protezt from possi-
ble hazards from the river
which is generally unsafe, (The
week before our arrival g pas-
senger boat (the Rocket) had
been seized by the .insurgents,
35 were some barges carryin
raw jute and manufactures.
10. The Administration of
Khulna Dis‘rict was back to 80
per cent of its original strength.
There are serious polce shor-
tages, but the situation is im-
proving. Some senior police offi-
cers have heen recruiied from
1o
Jessore and Kushtia is generally
unsafe, particularly at night,
an4d there have been frequent
doubts about my proposed trip
to Kush'ia. Schools are open,
but attendance is very poor.
The Polvtechnic  Institute, as
well as coller~ however have
not votstart v {he main- prob-
lems affecting Khulna is com-
munication: the telephone sys-
tem works all right but _mail
service is very irregular. There
is only marginal truck traficon
the roads; less than Sperocnttog«

normal. In fact, the
. Jessore is normally a  heavil
congested road, Now it carri

onlv a handful of vehicles, The
Army has reguisitioned manv
vehicles and launches, including
government vehicles. and many
have taken to India, As
rail transportation,
vy 50 percent.
8o very few buses
on the road. Spare parts sre 3
e, I ien, T,
e buses are be'ng us: y the
Army, River traffic is negl? ible:
less than 5 percent of w|
used to be. As a result,
are pockets of scarcity: shors
-tages nf edible oil
and diesel oif exist in the

e, :
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T AHE BANGE

My

. houses, the ‘merket  place, the
- telephone exchange power dige-.

- standstill g

-~ g(;f ,couruﬁilots.hweésap

Chalna ‘Al_l&!‘éfa

14, A two-Hour £rii by
took me to Chalna
~where- ships- started-
since May 12. A
were nnciom‘
waited for two weeks

o aving

CArgo wri vi:
-river

down to 5-10 t of what

ir used to be. The project to

construct a pérmanent port, at
Chaln ed‘ have been indeﬁnpo itely
delayed: all of th- eworkers:
have fled. as have the Yugoslav
co{xssultants. da.  the
] y of Mangla,
town W] erettxwrfael‘:‘ouga:or (‘:,hal-
ivi een
virtually ob%eterated by naval
shelling, The population, there
fore is down from ‘27000 ta-
1000, and the business routine
there has been completely dis-
rupted. Damage wag extreme: - -

tribution lines otc. arg all tde

tally destroyed. All coastruction

work, of course, htis come to a -
te

ther,
aneconomic base for the popus
lation there. The 1,000 w:r‘l);em
suffice yn unload and load - the
ships' contents in‘o barges.
Some port officers have -fled,
Gue tug disappeared and two of

b arrilv‘zas i 1,500.
ams cd carryin; -
2.000 soldiers Eronl_-rchsg} Pakis-,

tan, -

16. Works pretty close to
normal. Eighty percent of the
staff is on the job, probably
forced, I not’ that one coas-
ter had been requisitioned by
the Navy and was being ow'fit-
ted for navaj duties. This was
also case with & fishing

boat.
¥i. Perhaps the most impres-
sive visit 1 made wasthe one
to th's Thana office, Fifty per.
cent of the population &gothxs
Thana has fled ( s% 20,000 out
of a total of 42 . . mostly
Hindus, leaving behind unai
tended plo‘s of land  houses,
etc. Evervthing had dis-
rup‘ed there: the livestock offi-
°r bad buen killed, the whote
administration was 'n ° chaos.
The neople bewildered. The
whole works programme had
come to a .. stop:,
o latlzourer rialm 5
consiruction materials, Agricul- -
ool B e, e
pl~ demorali t is doubt-
ful wheth :

shock waves

tion hit the Ay

of
hardest: i* was at

this leve) whera the hope
agricultural developmeny wfa‘:_
It has been set back by at least
five- vears,

Kushtia

Y S
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On theé road. ypare al &

problem. Tn addition, most of 1 g
the buses are be‘nc y the - Kushtia -
Army, River traffic isnegl b\e: 18. Flve times the tri
less than 5 percent of what it . Kuhstia-was 6f=0 t}rr—
used to be. As a resilt, there ate hours of Fridav. Iune 4,
are pockets of scarcity: shor-.  was-there g decis'on from -the .
and d eselkcorﬂuaxst ied‘g:e \iolll 5met;’1n°rfr:)hatxhe?“ldy m
i n N he . trin from na o Kush.  * -
la 4 tia. Mos! ofﬂxe‘l a;‘"iw, AN
extremelv nervous and ali 1 ‘
officigls (DC, . (.’hieﬁ of

Platinum Jubi‘ Jute Mill h
undergone  very yubstant
Jamage. In fact, the destmcnon
of Pucca houses and bulld!
reminds ons of Arnhem in
Also, many workers’ hmxsea
were destroved, The ares is
deserted nogv. less than 7 per-
cent of the mill's  permanent
labour forte had returned to the
10h, but Jocal unskilley people
were hired bringing atténdance
up to 30 per cent of the labour
force which originally amoun-
ted to 4500. The firm noew
wperates at about 23 percent aof
capacity, the 875 narrow
aoomi oril nally in operation in
Y - 420 are workmng
on 8 one-shxﬂ basis. The firm
nas started to employ women
{very abnormaj in East Pakis
tan) who have become w.dows
in the past few months.

12. This factory which produ
ces newsprint mainly for des-
vatch to Wesy Pakistan was
restarted at the end of  April
and produces now 1500 tuns

pver month as compared to ori-
zinauy 4200 tons per month.
The firm has a shortage of skil-
'ed workers as only 20 percent
of the labour fone has come
oack to the mill: of an orig nal
labour force of 2,100 some 380

e g i
|

have returned with the re-
malning 600 having been re-
cruited locally. The mdustry

forms part of the EPIDC indus-
trial complex, and obviously,
is running at very heavy losses.
13. This thermal station was
suppased to have been com.
pleted by mid 1971 However
there is now a six months’
lay in commissioning the plant
the Czech consultan's have left
as have the Czech erection

I McNamara
offers IMF

membership

to Bangladesh

Mr. A. M. Hamidullah Gov-
ernor, Bank of Bangladesh,
disclosed in Dacca un Sunday
that *~ Mr. McNamara during
his recent visit to Bangladesh
TEqusHisH the Rangladseh
Bank on_his own to accent
the memberahm of IMF. rp
ports ENA

%re.,m aidioo

P ce, etc,) accompaniegd me to
Jessore wixere ther
e

Jegsore.
19, An hour’s drive north of
Jessore was Jenidah a  small

hag‘xtams. The Army was omni-
present there, and all the ap-
proaches to the city were hea-’
vily guarded. The Army was‘
dug in and on the alert. . We
were met by an Armv . officer
who told us that there was
onlv one way to travel to Kush-
tia: by road but with an Anny
protection party. On we went:
in the front D(Y Jessore's Mer»
cedes u by mv counterpart
and myself, a jeep wih rifie,
armed Pol'cemen  (8), and 2
truckload of heavilv.armed sol:
diers. In convoy we drove to
Kushtia,

20. It _was only on April
(some 20 days after thepArxés ”.
noved . into Da.ca). thay the
Armyv moved Nor ‘from_Jeni-

h and in:o Kushtia. ‘There
must havg been vorv strong
resistance “fﬁ, Rifles
ag some buildings clearly sho-
wed. When the insurgents with-
drew the Army itive action
started. It lasted 12 days and
left Kushtia virtually- degerted
and destroyed, The population
was down from 40.000 to 5000
Ninety percent gf the houses,
e S e Bl

Zs were 1of stroyed.
city looked like a WW II Ge
man town havmg undergone
strategic  bambing  attacks
People were sitting around
dazed. When -we moved around
everyone fled, It was like the
morning after a _ nuclear at-

. 1 was the first foreign
er to come to Kushtia affter
the Army moved in. The people
were terrified and s'ilt shocked.

21. 1 met the A
officials who were still shoc
and dazed. The DC at first did
not answer any of my questions. . -
Nor did anyone else who was

. there. After fifteen rmmxtes I

called the mecting halt

?!?d gh Kushtiawlo‘ ler'

rou 1 laste

hour and a half, I asked %em

to show me ashon where food

was being sold: it was in that
ninety minu‘es . impossible to -
find-one. Kush*ia as someone .
told me, is the My Uu of the
Waet Dalistad Aewaw. Thars wae

onlv one reacilon: 1o co
killed

that impressions
had
28 had 0 many other

(ry« economic  position
sound end degpite the destrue
tion %y Pakistan Armv' Bang-
ladesh would be able to.stand
on her own under the nlanned

econumy as envisaged by
‘Bangahandhu,
Mr. ‘Hamidullah also dis
closed on S

a ot two
'l‘alkmz to

patched a letter
nrd to the Bmk

.ln thh

wis

unday that the |
Bank of Bangladesh will for.

0] account with The
'Wa%mwww

ed Bangiad,
bet of Ue'S,

dese: permanent
staff was not thcre. and there
was just g handful of new staff.
m&rm\r was reguisitioning a
I

building, Bvery- .
everything, was dis- .

located in Kughtia. ADBP, ADC
and other activities; ADC had N
it-had in the fie

~out; —Thousands—of-
have aed. Everythlnl




