Heavy Killing Reported -
By SYDNEY H. SCHANBERG

Special to The New York Times

NEW DELHI, March 28—1In
its battle to put dowh the inde-
pendence movement in East
Pakistan, the Pakistani army
has resorted to widespread kill-
ings of civilians, .according to
reports reaching here today

from- ‘unimpeachable foreign

diplomatic sources in Dacca.
These reports were confined
to Dacca, a city of 1,500,000
people, and all the reports
were confined to events up to
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trouble at Chittagong
(2) and at Khulna (3).

Saturday night, The army at-
tack began on Thursday night.

The following is a verbatim
report reclayed to New Delhi
from these sources: -

“The: Tanti Bazaar and San-
|khari Bazaar areas of Dacca,
inhabited by more than 10,000
people, were surrounded by the
army. Houses were set on fire
and people were being butch-
ered. Even residents fleeing the
area have not been spared.”

Another report Irom other
highly reliable foreign diplo-
matic source in Dacca said the
office of Ittefaq, a Bengali-lan-
cguage daily newspaper, was
'burned with 40 persons inside.

There have been reports from
the interior telling of killings of
civilians, some later than Satur-
day, but these reports do not
come from diplomatic sources
and are impossible to evaluate.

Diplomatic sources in Dacca
report they have received what
they consider reliable reports
from the interior that heavy
fighting is going on In some
arcas between the army and
civilian resistance forces, with
the army strafing from the air
and using tanks and heavy ar-
tiliery on the ground.

The over-all death toll is not
known. The Clandestine Radio
of the Resistance Movement
said that 300,000 East Paki-
stanis ~ were killed by West
Pakistani troops in the first 48
hours of the army's attack.

Widely conflicting reports
about who is winning in East
Pakistan continue to flow into
New Deihi. Because of a black-
out of all normal news chan-
nels and communications from
East Pakistan, it is impossible
to tell from these unverifiable
reports whether the Pakistani
Army is in control and the
province relatively calm, as it
asserts, or whether the civilian
resistance has made the army’s
position desperate, as the re-
sistance has said in some of its
clandestine broadcasts.

The fightIng in East Pakistan
began last Thursday nignt when

the Pakistani army, without
warning, attacked civilian pop-
ulation cénters in an effort to
crush the province’s nonviolent
movement for autonomy. The
army units—all West Pakistani
troops—opened fire with artil-|
lery, rockets and machine guns.
Since then, a resistance effort
has been launched, with East
Pakistani policemen and a mi-
litia called the East’ Pakistan
Rifles fighting the army with
the aid of civilians armed with
knives, sticks and- homemade.
guns. .
The current crisis goes.back
to a decision by President Agha
Mohammad Yahya Khan to
postpone the meeting of the Na-
tional Assembly that was to
have begun to darft. a consti-
tution ending military rule. -
~ That meeting would. have
been domijnated by East Paki-
stan’s_principal party, the Aw-
ami League of Sheik Mujibur
Rahman, which had won a
iclear majority in elections in
\December with its demands for
regional autonomy,
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The decision,to postpone the
session  touched off protest
demonstrations, strikes and,
rioting in East Pakistan, and
the army was reported to have
kilied scares of Bengalis. The!

Awami League gradually took
control in East Pakistan.

Negotiations were then begun
involving the President, Sheik
Mujib  Zulfikar Ali  Bhutto,
the dominant political leader of
West Pakistan. Despite public
reports of progress as late as
fast Tuesday, authoritative
sources now say that West Pak-
istani interests had decided
from the start not to yield their
hold on East Pakistan.




