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WHERE BENGALI WORKERS LIVED: Ashes and charred bamboo stumps remain in Dacca area where Pakistan Governament troops burned homes

Bengalis Form a Cabinet

As the Bloodshed Goes On

The following dispatch is by the New Delhi correspond-
ent of The New York Times, who has just completed a
four-day trip through the border region of India and East
Pakistan, as well as inside East Pakistan.

By SYDNEY H. SCHANBERG

Spoclial to The New York Tilmes

AGARTALA, India, April 13—Although large numbers
of East Pakistani secessionist leaders have been reported
Kkilled, and with wholesale bloodshed continuing, several

‘members of the movement’s
high command are alive and
have - formed a cabinet.

‘They  include  Tajuddin
Ahmed, second in command to
Sheik Mujibur Rahman, wiose
Awami League took the steps
for independence that brougnt
West Pakistan’s military crazk-
down.

In an East Pakistani border
area visited by this correspon-
dent, at lecast six secessionist
leaders met to name Mr. Ahmci
Prime Minister and Defense
Minister of the state they call
Bangla Desh, or Bengal Naticn.
They proclaimed Sheik Mujib
their President, although pri-
vately the secessionist leaders
acknowledged that he was in
prison in West Pakistan.

While the central Govern-
ment, which is dominated by
West Pakistan, continues to an-
nounce that the situation is
calm in the East and conditions
are returning to normal, a far
different picture emerges on the

scene.
Daily Battles Reported
Dal]y battles are reliably re- l: " United Press Intornationat
ported in many sectors. Hordes EMBLEM OF BANGLA DESH, the flag of the Bengali nation, as it was shown Sunday in

Chudanga, East Pakistan. Banner identifies building as Awami League resistance center.

of East Pakistanis have fled the
cities to seek refuge or join
the secessionist army, and thou-
sands of refugees, carrying their
meager belongings in cardboard
suitcases and sacks, are crossing
into India for temporary haven.
! This  correspondent  saw
Pakistan! soldiers burning vil-
lages to deny the resistance
forces cover or hiding places.
As the smoke from the thatch
iand bamboo huts billowed up
on the outskirts of the city
of Comilla, circling vultures
‘,descended on the bodies of
‘peasants, already being picked
lapart by dogs and crows.
There is no way of knowing
exactly how many of East
Pakistan’s 75 million Bengalis
the army has killed, but author-
{itative reports from many
sources agree that the figure
is at least in the tens
of thousands; some reports put
it much higher.
~ The central Government offi-
cially bars all foreign newsmen
from East Pakistan. But from
the evidence available in seces-
sionist-held rural areas—some
of which are occasionally con-|
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tested by the army—the Pak-
istani armed forces have Killed
leaders and potential leaders of
East Pakistan and shattered the
economic base of the region in
their effort to crush the inde-
pendence movement,

On orders, the army-—now
consisting entirely of West
Pakistani troops-—has killed
students, intellectuals, profes-
sors, engineers, doctors and

others of leadership caliber—-
whether they were directly in-
volved with the nationalist
movement or not,

Both in military attacks and
in executions, the central Gov-
ernment’s forces killed East
Pakistani Army officers and
soldiers who were unable to
break -out and join the guerrilla
forces when the army offensive
began on March 25, Most of
the officers' families have been
killed; only a few escaped into
hiding.

With the ald of alr and naval
bombardment, the army has
destroyed food supplies, tea
factories, jute mills and nat-
ural-gas fields-~-the economic
basis of East Pakistan,

“This has already set the
country back 25 years,” said
a Scottish tea-estate manager
who fled to India from his
plantation in the northeast.

“The liberation army, trying
the bridges, railroad lines and

win independence, they’ll have
to start completely from
scratch again.”

estate managers who escaped
with him asked that their names
not be used because of their
fear of reprisals against Brit-
ish familieg still in East Pak-
istan.

Attack on ‘Empty’ Trucks

The three evacuees reported
that a convoy of nine trucks
that the Pakistani radio con-
tended had been carrying arms
and ammunition from India and
had been destroyed by Paki-
stani planes was in fact a col-
lection of empty trucks in the
yard of a tea estate.

Authoritative reports indi-
cate that perhaps 20 to 25 per
cent of the people are lelt in
such towns as Dacca, the capi-
tal, and Chittagong and Comil-
la. Smaller centers are also
largely deserted. Dacca had a
population of about 1.5 million,
Chittagong about 400,000 to
500,000 and Comilla about
100,000,

In the eastern part of East
Pakistan the thump of artillery
fire can be heard every day in
virtually every sector. After
every guerrilla attack or harass-
ment by the outnumbered and
outgunned resistance troops,
the Pakistani Army appears to
be inflicting reprisals on the
civilian population.

“The bloody cowards!"” said
a young Bengali lieutenant who
escaped the army attempt to
annihiliate his battalion of the
East Bengal Regiment at Co-
milla. “We give them fronts to
shoot at. We are in uniform.
But they attack civilians in-
stead.”

The secessionist army is des-
perately short of trained offi-
cers, arms, ammunition, ve-
hicles and basic supplies. Some
of the men are barefoot.

The heaviest weapon the
secessionists have in any num-
bers is the 3«inch mortar, al-
though they have captured a
few heavy guns. The Pakistani
military are using jet fighter-
bombers, heavy artillery and
gunboats——mostly supplied by
the United States, the Soviet
Union and Communist China.

Pakistani charges that 'the
Indian Government has been
sending troops and weapons tc
East Pakistan are not borne
out by this reporter’s ohserva-
tions. No Indian troops were
seen in the East Pakistani units.
units.
 The basic weapons are old
Enfield and Garand rifles anc
some Chinese-made automatic
rifles and machine guns—whicl
the Bengalis have either cap:
tured or had brought with then
when they escaped from thei
units.

Fewer than 10 per cent of
the 300,000 men in the Pakis
tani armed forces were DBen
galis. Nearly all of those wh
were not Kkilled by the Wes
Pakistani troops in the firs
days have joined the secession
ist army and constitute :ts only
trained elements.

The best available figure
indicate that the trained core
consists of some 3,000 mem
bers of the East Bengal Regi
ment, which was a regular unit
and some 9,000 members o
the East Pakistan Rifles, a para
military unit one of whos
duties was to man th

observation posts on the borde
with India.

The rest of the secessionis

to stop the army, is blowing,

roads. Even if they eventually

This man and two other

A man and his child stand amid the remnants of huts of

force i5 made up of armed
policemen home guards, other
poorly trained local militia and
raw recruits.

Before the political -crisis be-
gan to mount, the Pakistani
Army had about 25,000 troops
in East Pakistan. Large num-
bers of reinforcements have
been flown over from West
Pakistan, which is separated
from the Eastern province by
over a thousand miles of Indian
territory.

Some estimates put the num-
ber of West Pakistani troops in
East Pakistan at 60,000 to 80,-
000, most of them Punjabis and
Pathans. The Punjabis in partic-
ular have traditionally held the
Bengalis in disdain though both
are predominantly Moslem.

Though the average amount
of ammunition by the guerrilla
riflemen is 30 to 40 rounds,
their determination seems high,
fueled in many cases by the
fact that the Pakistani Army
has killed members of their
families=~and sometimes all of
them, ~

“They have made me an
orphan,” said one soldier who,
like many of his comrades, had:
glassy eyes and seemed unable

‘Agha Mohammad Yahya Khan,

to believe what had happened.
“My life is unimportant now.”

Two days ago West Paki-
stani troops, as they had been
for several days, were burning
villages on the outskirts of Co-
milla less than a mile from
the Indian border. Their appar-
ent purpose was to remove ali.
cover within a five-mile radius
of the airstrip. Reports indi-

cate they are doing the same
all over East Pakistan. .

Maj. Khaled Musharrof, the
32-year-old guerrilla command-
er in the area, sent out a 10-
man patrol to harass the Paki-
stani troops. This correspond-
ent accompanied the patrol,
three of whose members had
no shoes.

Using rice paddies to advan-
tage, the patro}l stalked to with-
in 200 yards of the soldiers,
who were throwing phospho-,
rous grenades into thatch huts.
The Bengalis, who had some:
Chinese-made automatic weap-
ons, opened fire, which the sol-
diers immediately returned. The:
shooting was nearly constant
for about 20 minutes, after
which the Bengalis came scram-
bling back to safety over an
embankment. !

Sheik Mujib Faces Trial

The coordination of guerrilla
units is poor and in some in-
stances nonexistent. The Ben-
galis arc now devoting them-
selves to guerrilla tactics while,
the army has gained controll
of most of the major cities and
towns, including the cagton-
ments and airfields.

With their added strength,
the troops arc launching forays
into the countryside and send-
ing out motorized columns to
try to link up the cities they
control. A few of the columns
have been successful, but not
many, because the guerrillas
have been able to cut road,
water and rail links with some
regularity.

Though the guerrillas were
fighting on, their leaders ac-
knowledged that Sheik Mujib,
the 51-year-old symbol of the
rebel movement,was awaiting
trial on the treason charges
brought against him by Gen,

President of Pakistan, The Gov-

ernment had announced that

Sheik Mujib was arrested at
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working people in Dacca, destroyed by the Pakistan Army

his home in Dacca early on
March 26,

Since the army has clearly
won the [irst stage of the war,
the Bengalis are counting on
the monsoon rains, which will
begin in a few weeks, to give
them an advantage.
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The difficult countryside of
East Pakistan—a veined net-
work of the thousands of rivers
and streams of the Ganges-
Brahmaputra system—is alien
to the Punjabi and Pathan sol-
diers from the dry plains and
mountains of the western prov-
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In cities shown by underlines, perhaps 75 to 80 per
cent of the residents have fled, according to reports.
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ince. When the monsoons swell
the rivers and flood much of
East Pakistan from May through
October, it will become even
more alien. -

“We are just waiting for the

monsoon,” a Bengali
said. “They are so frightened
of water you can't imagine.
|And we are masters of water.
They won’t be able to move
their artillery and tanks, and
'their planes won't be able to
fly. Nature will be our second
army.”
. The Bengalis are bitter about
the failure of the United States
'to take a strong stand against
'the Pakistani Government; most
of the leaders of the indepen.
'dence movement are pro-West-
ern and were hoping for sup-
port from Washington. They
are even more bitter about the
American weapons being usec
against them.

‘We Were Expecting Help’

“Do you know, they are us
ing your planes, your rockets
your tanks, to kill us?”’ a Ben
gali soldier, his voice tense anc
his eyes narrowed, asked the
American correspondent. “We
‘were expecting help, not this.’
‘Similar remarks were made re
peatedly by others.

. The Bengalis are not so sur
'prised by the Chinese weapon:
the army is using because the)
apparently expected Peking t«
support the Government. Som¢
‘Bengali officers, contendin;g
that the army offensive wa
worked out in advance with th
Chinese, insist that the arm:

'would never have embarked on
such a venture without assur-
.ances of full support from Pe-
king.

Even before the offensive,
the Bengalis wondered why the
Western powers and others did
not support their cause. Now
their disillusionment is com-
plete. .

“This is genocide, and peoplc
are just standing by and
looking,” a Bengali student re-
marked, “Nobody has spoken
out. Has the world no con-
science?”’

The bitterness does not in-
clude India, which has con-
demned the Pakistani military
action and is trying to per-
suade other governments, {o
put pressure on Pakistan: to
stop the killing, o

Indian civilians and officials
in border areas are providing
assistance to refugees and
others, but this correspondent
saw no arms being transport-
ed across the border—as the
Pakistani Government - has
charged and New Delhl has
repeatedly denied.

Evacuees Describe Atrocities

Both refugees and Western
evacuees have brought tales of
atrocities and slaughter.

One Westerner, manager of a
jute mill in the Chittagong area,
said that while he hid from the
army for three hours in a ditch,
he saw troops bring a truck
convoy down the road. In the
lead truck, he said, were sev-

officer

eral Bengalis held at gunpoint
and told to shout “Victory.for
Bengal,” an independence Slo-
gan. When they did so other
Bengalis came out of their
hiding places and were ma-
chine-gunned. ,

“They want to drag us so far
down that the nation will be
back in the 18th eentury,” a
Bengali soldier said, “so that
there will be famine and we
will be reduced to eating grass.
They want to make sure that
no head will ever be raised
against them again.”

There have also been reports
from scatiered areas of the
province that Bengalis were
retaliating by killing West
Pakistanis and other non-Ben-
galis, particularly businessmen.

But the killing of Bengalis,
which has been systematic, was
apparently planned long in
advance. Members of the Mus-
lim League, an ineffectual
religiously oriented party in
East Pakistan long associated
with the army and other West
Pakistani interests, have re-
portedly been assisting the
army in ferreting out students
and other potential leaders.

An engineer reached India
yesterday with his wife and
year-old son after walking for
seven days from Dacca. The
engineer, who had held a Gov-
ernment job, said that aithough
he had not been a member of
the Awami League and had not
taken active part in the na-
tionalist movement, he left be-
cause ‘it was systematic killing
of the educated.”

“If T had staved,” he said
softly, “it would have meant
death, certainly death.”
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