East Pakistan: .

The Grim
Fight for

‘Bangla
Desh’

NEW . DELHI—“U the

Vietecong had heen doing this
well after six months, they
would have considered it a
remarkably good start.” The
forelgn. diplomat was talk-
ing about the Mukti Bahini
(Liboration Forces), the Ben-
golf  insurgents who ars
fighting for the indepen-
dence of Fast Pakistan,
which they bhave mnamed
Bangla Desh (Bengal na-
tion).

" -From a disorganized, con-
fuzed band of freedom fight-
ofg that moved into action
when the Pakistani Army
struck in late March to try
to orush the Bengali auton-
omy movement, the Muktl
Bahinl has become, if not a
well-oiled fighting machine,
at least a reasonably coordi-
nated and more than reason-
ably effective guerrilla force.

"Indla has helped with
armg, training and sanctu-
ary - and, clearly, without
thie Indian aid, the level of
insurgent activitfr could nev~
er have reached its. present
pitch. But.the men and the
motivatlon are East Paki-
stanl, and, even if they were
on their- own. it is doubtful
whether the Bengali resist-
ance could be ‘totally
crushed by the troops from
West Pakistan,

An estimated 80,000 West
Pakistani troops. have been
moved into East Pakistan,
plus several thousand West
Pakistanl police. They have
hastily trained about 10,000
non-Bengali home guards
known as Razakars.

_ Estimates -of the number
of Mukti Bahini pitted
agalnst this force range from
50,000 to 100,000, foreign
observers think the lower
number is probably the more
realistic. The hard core of
professional soldiers, and
some . of these are not.high-

fy trained, consists -of no
more than 15,000--Bengalis
who defected to the Bangla

Desh movement “from the.

East Palistan Rifles, & para-
military border patro] forcs,
and the East Bengal Regi-
ment, a better-trained regu-
lar army unit. In addition,

an estimated 30,000 to 40,
000 new recruits— mostly.

between the ages of 18 to
25 and mostly collegs stu-
dents but including many

village boys — have been’

trained..

Many Bangla Desh train-
ing camps and base areas
are on the Indian side of the
border, but a growing num-

ber of the Bengali troops

have been operating from
“liberated areas” just inside
East Pakistan. These areas,
though not large, have been
expanding.

Some of the new recruits
are being trained as regular
troops and others as guer-
rillas. The latter adopt vil-

“lage dress and mix with the

local population. There are
many more volunteers, how-
ever, than the Mukti Bahini
can ‘absorp, primarily .be-

. cause of a shortage of weap-
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' Guerrilla fighters of the Mulkti Bahini (Liberation Forces) of East

Pakistan lie in ambush in

ons, and a large number of
boys ‘simply mark time aftér
getting their rudimentary ba-
sic training--which is hard-
ly more than physical exer
cises and elemen:tarry driv-
ing,

The Mukti ‘Bahini's weap-,

ons are a motley. lot. There
ars some Sten guns, light
machine guns and othea' au-
tomatic ‘weapons, and many
ancient single-shot rifles.
The heaviest weapons in the
arsenal ara light and medi-
jum mortars—and not too
many of them, These arms
are of varying makes and
age, some captured from the
Pakistani troops and some—
though far from enough, the
Bengalis complain — provid-
ed by the Indians.

Yet with all these prob-
lems, the Mukti Bahini has
effectively harassed the Pak-
istani Army, pinned it down
in some areas and stretched
its lines thin all over East

Pakistan. Reliable reports

indicate that Pakistani casu-
alties are increasing. The
guerrillas also continue to
assassinate members of the
local “peace committees,”
made up of non-Bengalis and

othér collaborators assigned

to."carry out administration

of areas under army occupa-
tion. No figures are available
on guerrilla - casualties, but
they are believed to be low.
Howaever, with every guerrilla
raid, the army burns ham-
lets and kills: vxllagers in res
prisal. .

The guerrzllas greatest
success has been their abil
ity to reduce the army’s mo-
bility by keeping East Pak-
istan’s: communications sys-
tem' in chaos—blowing up
bridges, roads and rail lines.

Guerrilla frogmen “have also

damaged’ or surik at least a
dozen geagoing ships— in-
cluding several foreign ones
—at anchor in harbors. Sev.

en DBritish~ shipping lines

have suspended all traffic to
East Pakistan.

Although the Muktl Ba-
Wini is much better coordi-
nated than it was six months
ago, it is not a monolithic
fighting  force.  Splinter
groups have started opera-
tions on their own, includ-
ing some pro-Peking Commu-
nists, One' group, led by
non;.Commumst militant stu-

‘dents from Dacca, is said to

-y

heir war against the Pakistan Army.

have established a base in
the Indian border state of
Tripura with a band of 1,500
men. Still, there is no “sign
at this point either of ‘any
serious division within the
Bangla Desh movement or of
the movement swinging to
the left. .

With the monsoon rains
over.and the ground firming
up, it is expected that both
the Mukti Bahini and. the
Pakistani troops will step up
their activities in East Pak-
istan, Heavl]y guarded
freight trains have been roll-
ing ‘into Caleutta, carrying
military supplies reportedly
destined for the Mukti Bahini,
This seems to indicate that
the Indian Government has
agreed to increase ity arms
aid to the guerrillas.

But Mukti Bahinl com-
manders, straining at the bit,
continue to press for' even
more — Indian logistic sup-

. port and air cover l’or a

frontal offensive to seize a
sizable piece of East Paki-
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“effectiveness  'of |

stan, where the Bangla Desh
- Government, - ‘now ‘based in
‘Calcutta, could ‘be ‘estab-
llahed The Indians have 50

far balked, because they. feel
'this. would. immediately. pro-
voke ® general’ war with
"Pakistan. The. ‘Bangla . Desh

leaders argue. that for allthe
guerrilla
warfare, . its hit-and-run ng.
ture will eventually sap the

_independencs, movement of

popular  support,. because
of ‘the Pakistani ' reprisals
against bho civilian Dopulw-
tion.

“We ‘will lose the aym -
pathy of many villagers,”
gaid ‘one high Bengali offi-

‘cer. “They tell us, ‘if you

want our .support, you must

‘come in full force and stay

L N

and protect us, P
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