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Witness Calls E. Pakistan

“Terror Bevond Description’
y p

, Calcutta, and “about {wo
hours sleep last night.”
“I'm feeling absolutely matr-

By Lewis M. Simons~
Washington Post Staff Writer

A young American woman’ lous” ste oid
. ... velous,” she said.
just returned' l?om(? after two Her husband, Paul, said she
months captivity in an East paq 1ost weight, “about 20 to
Pakistani prison said yester-= 30 pounds—her arms and legs
day that the Bengali popula-| are awfully thin,” but that she

i i“ |was in geod spirits,
tion has ‘gone-thrf)ug,:h terx.'or! Mrs. Connett and a British
beyond imagination” during: friend, Gordon Slaven, 20,
the army occupation of the were released from prison last
province. i Tuesday wélen Bengali guerrii-
“ ; 'las and Indian army forces en-
.It looks hk.e Iiangla Des}l{tered the East Pakistani bor-
will be a “reaht'y ;7 said Ellen: qor 1own of Jessore. They had
Connett. “They'll get their| poen imprisoned Oct. 9 after

|

freedom. .And God knows they?being captured by Pakistani’
deserve it after the horrors soldiers in the town of Simu-

they’'ve been through.” lia.

Her main concern she said,; Slaven and Mrs. Connett
now ]:hat _Indla qppeared nea_l‘i,were members of Operation
certain victory in East Paki.| Omega, a London-based organ-

|

|

i

|
a member of Operation'
Omega.

“They're a pacifist group,”:
he said. “I felt we would need |

larmed support if we were!

going to bring in any help.|
And I guess my wife's experi-
ence proves I was right”

Mrs. Connett said she was
treated “quite well” by her
captors. “Many of the lower
level prison offlcials were de-
cidedly pro-Bangla Desh,” she
said. Her weight loss was due
to the fact that she couldn't
eat very much of what was of-
fered — rice and curried len-
tels. |

She said she was kept in-:
formed about the progress of,
the war by Slaven, “He was
kept in the men's compound,”

stan, was the fate of some 10
million refugees. “It’s a terri-!
ble problem” she said.|

“‘They’re going to need all the;
help they can get.”

Mrs. Connett, 28, was inter-
viewed hy telephone from the

rs, William Lanle, in Du.
ont, N.J., after a flight from.

Dressed in a sari, M,

ents home in Dumont, N.J.

Blocked due to copyright.
See full page image or
microfilm.

'She was rele
day after two months imprisonment in East Pakistan

she said. “But he had a friend,
a Bangla Desh supporter, who,
managed to pick up radio re-|
ports and these were passed 10’
me.” ,‘
But when Jessore was “lib-:
erated,” on Tuesday, Dec. 7,!
there was.no need for radio
inside East Pakistan, wiy] Qgﬁ?ﬁmmﬁﬁe%!
Bengali guerrillas, but not ot rdke tlmitgiiithQBEﬂéﬁh)tan&’
al'my was still there.” ) l
The Pakistanis, she said,
lhid actually deserted Jessore!
he day before. “The Indian
pmmander just walked into|
bwn, not even carrying a
un.”
Mrs. Connett said she was,
1e¢ of 680 prisoners in the,
hssore jail, Of this total, 550 |
ere being held without trial,
D women. 1
Most of the women arrested’
ere Hindus who were seized
hen they returned. to East:
akistan from Indian refugee
amps to go about reestab.’
ishing their homes, she said,
akistan had claimed that all|
fugees were welcome back’
b the East, before the war,
'upted. |
[London Daily Telegraph
brrespondent Peter Gill re-
orted from Calcutta that
},000 refugees have returned
“liberated” areas in the last
ve days from camps in the
ndian state of West Bengal.
uoting a Western relief
orker, Gill said the refugees
ere returning “on their own
itiative.” India is supplying
e returnees with blankets
hd food.l
Discussing the plight of
Hengali refugees in India, she
spid, .“They must go back,
hey have no alternative. The
dians want them out.”
Asked whether she believed
. India would forcibly cject the
ased last Tues‘refugees, Mrs. Conneet said.
“No, they'll do it nicely. But
they'll do it.”

ization formed to aid the Ben-
galis of East Pakistan. When
taken prisoners they were
carrying 200 saris—clothing
for the coming cold season.

At the time of their capture,
Connett, a British school
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Ellen Connett arrives at]]
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