 KILLING OF BABIES
+ FEARED INBENGAL

3
. Many Born to Those Raped

a by Pakistanis May Be Slain

" DACCA, Bangladesh, March
' 4 (AP)~Thousands of unwant-
. ed bables are about to be born
= In Bangladesh, and social work-
-ers believe many will be killed.
. The fathers aro Pakistan! sol-
> diers, the mothers Bengalis who,
. were raped during last year's
;.' Pakistani Army repression de-
¢ signed to break the Bengall na-
% tlonalist movement,
There are varying estimates
- of the number of pregnancies,
;;t,_but ‘an organization for wom-
/" on's rehabilitation speaks of as
h many as 25,000, It says at least
| 50,000 girls were victimized by
soldlers,
- “The only way to prevent
widespread infanticide is to res-
cue these girls,” said Mrs, Ta-

hera Shafiq, a professional so-
clal worker at the rehabilita.
tion group’s training cénter.

‘Just Not Accepted’

¢ “Girls with children but with.
" out husbands are just not ac-
| ﬁ:pted by fBeng_ali::zryﬁlfts Jgill
. have many families g thedr
;- utmost to get rid of the child
‘" in any way possible.”
. In cooperation with other
© groups, the organization s
" gending teams to seek out preg-
nant girls and to set up Institu-
‘ tions to care for them,

- Doctors for one voluntary re-
Hef organization at work in
field clinics said they had re|
ceived some reports of baby
killings. ’ :

Many raped women have
been sent away by their par-
ents, some even by husbands,|

. 0ot to return until the birthe—|
 and not to return with a baby,|

Damages Family

¥ Among the Bengalis, e girl
. who 1s pregnant out of wed-
t" Bock damages her family as well|

}.: @s herself,

- “An older gister might have

1 difficulty getting married be.
ocause her younger sister has
an {llegitimate child® Mr,|
Shafiq explained,

“Add.to this the fact that|
these babies wera fathered by|
Pakistani soldiers, and you can||
see why the feeling is so strong|
against them.”

Moslem law condemns adul-
tery in women but makes al-
lowances for rape victims, es-
pecially in wartime situations,
“But the social custom that has
evolvead here changed that,”

" Mrs. Shafiq said. Becausse . of
shame, some nonpregnant girls|
mlso have left home,

A women's home Is spon-

. gored as a pilot project by the|,
Government of Bangladesh,|
formerly East Pakistan, and by
international relief organiza-
tions.

- A dimpled 15-year-old said
that her prospective baby's fa.
ther was one of the hundreds

, of soldiers who raped her at a
cantonment near Dacca, where
she was held with other girls
in a brothel for the troops. She
doesn’t care what happens to

Per baby and she doesn't want

t.
~ The home’s director says:
- “Most are too far along now
for abortions, and we have to
convince them that they should

o ahead aend have their ba-

“bies.”

The home also Is trying to
provide relief to young widows
with children but no jobs and
aiso to girls orphaned by the
war. It is caring for 40 women,
plus five babies., The home is
set up in the expropriated house
of Nurul Amin, formerly a Paki-
stanl official in East Pakistan
and now Vice President of Paki-
stan.,

Supplies are arriving from in-
ternational organizations such
as the World Council of
Churches. The International
Planned Parenthood Federation
has offered mobile abortion
clinics and medical help.
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