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RANGPUR, May S:~The dis-
trict town of Rangpur, about
200 mjles north-west or East
Pakistan, has started pulsating
with life again after the Pak-
i{stan Army wiped out the mis-
mczun-t:hgnd anti;s;ft;;tt:s clez:;tgs

m ares, s
m correspondent Shaukat

After t the far north
areas of East Pakistan the cor-
respondent says in a despatch,

‘1 was struck by the ful
aéemowhcm and no life in
4 .
“One of the cinema houses
wes réfdarly showing ' the

"Ladla” and “Nasib Apna
Apna” movies. Shops were
open and the town gave full
evidence of normal activity.”

'lx visitad & number of offices
including the Collectorate.
Municivalty. District Council,
ete, and saw people husy o
thelr routine work.

"] was told in these offices
that attendence was over %0
per cent and this figure was
no mere claim as I saw almost
g}g‘udcsks occupled by the off

8." .

8ince the formation of Si-

smember,. . oonzmi&,gea ¢ torythe

restoration and peace and cop-
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|Peace prevails ‘atflnlangpur

fidence in the town Iife had
fast returned to normal. The
members of the committee had
organised smaller ward com-
mittees and had spread out
their peace actlvitles to the
nearbv areas in the district,

"At the Municipal Commitiee
ﬂﬁce the Sub-Divisional Officer

r. Khondkar Shariful Ig'am
told me that the commitice
had recovered Rs. 30 thousand
In taxes in April. The commit-
lteek’tsiﬁbudget is onlv rupees nine
a ."

of the District
Ahmad
(Continued op page 6 Col. 3)
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Rangpur

sald that most of his 450 staff
members had reported on duty
and more than half of" this
year's deve’opment budget had
becn utilised”.

“The means of communica-
tion in the district was a'so
rapidly improving. Buses, taxis
and wagons are regularly ply
ing from Rangpur to Saldpur.
Bogra Gaibandha and Pirgacha
and other areas arocund it
Frains had also started between
Lalmanirhat and Rangpur; Par
batipur and Dinajpur and Par-
batinur and Saildour.

“The members of the peace
committee in Rangpur also -
vited me to attend one of *helr
regular meetings at which they
were devising ways and means
of maintelning peace and to fru
strate the designs of the Indian
infiltrators and anti-state ele:
ments. The veace committee s
also exhorting the people hot
to give any heed to rumour
mongers.”

“Y was told ap the meeting
that volun‘eers were helping
the Pakistan Army at various
check-points in and around
the town with a view not to

to enter the town and play
with the life and: property ot
the Annocent people™

“A heartening fact that I
noticed was that the residents
of the district were helping
Pakistan Army in fully restor
l;m the ‘means of communica-
tions,

The Katakhall Bri%e on
Dacca-Ran Trunk Road in
Govindganj police station was
damaged by the Indian infil-
trators and antl-state ¢'ements.
But thousands of people helped
Pakistan Army in building an
imnmgsed bridge on ‘he Kata-
khali River in three days to
vestore commuhnications.

‘One member of the peace
committee said ,that Rangpur
was determined o protect the
ideologv and- integrity of Pak-
tstan and to crush the Indian
designs at all costs.”

“Mr. Sirajul Islam, a former
member of the Natiopal As
sembly asked me to convey the
goodwishes of the people of
Rangour to their brethren in
West Pakistan'

“Another peace committee
memiber sugges‘ed that ks

written bv anti-Pakistan e

nts should be couplete
nned- and destroyed in East

akistan,

“Some residents of the town
showed me the shops and
houses that were set on fire
and looted on April 3 by the
anti-state elements, Thev to'd
me that upity among the peo-

from destruction at the hands
of anti-state elements.”

chael College on the outskirts

‘ of Rangpur town and found it
{ntact. All-India Radio had per~
gistently put out baseless
storiés about the college that
it had. razed to the ground
by Pakistan Armv.

“1 did not see a single bul-
tet mark or any other sign of
destruction pot onlv to  the
cprawlino college buf'ding but
to anv of its numerous hos:els
and other blocks” — -

“The college. about halfcen-
tury old, is spread over an
area of 300 acres and has over
2000 students on its ro'ls. It
is among the oldest and ore
mier edvcational institutions
in Bast Pakistan.

™ {Continged Troms page 1) ]

a'low anv anti-state elements ,

ple of Rangour saved the town.

I

1 alga drove to the Carmi-
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