Pakistan rejects allegation

Refugees are victims
of Indian propaganda -

ISLAMABAD, May 24:—Pak-
istan has rejected as totally
talse maulicloug and unwarrant.

Oxe Indian allegation of
d rafe expulsion of people

from East Pakistan through a

campalgn of terror, reports
APP,

Replying to Indla's note of
May 14, Pakistan has gointed
out undcr the se of
exnmn cern for tha te.

uw Gavergment
had aiwmp arrogate to

ftaeld the rizm to sit in judge.
ment over . thd developthents
in East Pakistan and to dle-
tate to the Government of
Pak:stan certain cours. of
action in regard to matters
which are exclusively Pakis
tan’s own affairs,

High Commission, Pa
invited India's altention to its
’obi %tion under the Charter
nited Nationg and the
princlplea of international law
which enjoins th, member
r'ates o desist from meddling
in the affairy of other states.

. oul by
the

In a note sent to tue Indlan
kistan.

The note added that it was
the Government of India
which largely has to accep!
the blame tor whatever re
fugees there m ght be in India.
These people became the vie-
tims of the condidong created
ioto Eagt Pakiman "ot
nto )
and distorted Indlnn propa-
ganda engd the exagge-
rated aceomm of c dents put
ilan “§,¥° media

ich now
stands tho lar expogel

The note sald: £t ippears to
the Government of Pakistan
that the refugee problem has
been de'iberately allowed to
take certaln dimensionsg bv the
Governmer.t of India with
some ulterior motive, This
apprehension is  further con-

“firmed by the fact that instead

of treating the guestion of re
fugees on & humanitarian basis,
a ca'lous campaigr. has been
launched by India for political

urpose:
While Pakistan has welcom-
ed the mturn of its bonafide

and law abiding citizens to
thelr respeciive homes, India
has been versistertly refusin
to take back over half a mi
lion Indian nationals evicted
by her from Assam, Tripura
and West Bengal to East Pak-
istan, the pote added.

Pakistan has taken serious
exception to the use of the ter
minology East Bengal and has
demanded that in future t
Government of India ghou!
refer to East Pakistan by its
accevted official name only, It
pointed out.

Pakistani note

Following is the text of Pak.
istan note:

The Ministry of FRorel r'

Affairs presents its comnli-
ments-<46 the High Commission
for Irdia in Pakistan and wit

reference to note No. D. 46

PII71. dated Mav 14, 1971 from
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs, Government of India, to
the Pakistan High CommissiOn
(Continued on page 6 eol 3)
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Allegatmn rejected

(Continued from page 1) istanmo ret to East

: Pakistan,
in New Deihi, has the honour This is in sharp contrast with
to state as follows : India’s persistent refusa

The nature of demand made take back over half a milli on
against the Government of Pak- Indian nationals evicted by her
istan the note under reference from Assam, Tripura and West
is indeed extraordinary Under Bengal to East Pakistan These
the guise of expressing concern refugees have been a great eca-
for the refugees the Governr uomic burden on the Govern.
ment of India has attemped to :nent of Pa%;?tag for the tlaﬁ";
arrogate to itself the ri o €n years. e Lovernment o
88 right 1 Pakistan demands that India
shouig take immediate step
for thei; retury and x‘ehabxlita
ti iﬁ their owp properties {n

sit in iudgement over the deve-
lopments in East Pakistan and
1o diciate to the Government

Of Pakistan .gertain conrse of

éc&;$ in regar(% it;olyngattt:m Ind!

w are exclusively Pakis

) Lastly, the Government of

té0’s own affairs. Pakistan takes seﬂous excep-
tion t x'the use of the termino-

Similarly, the allegation of logy East Bengal. The Govern.

de'iberate expulsion of people
from PRast Pakistan through a amf;t%meaiismybgsggx&isn:hgg

campaign of tervor is totally  yn4ishould refer t» ~Best
false. maolicious and unwar  pakistay by its accepta >ffi-
rantgd. : cia] name only. ]

The allegations as also the

demand made against the Gov. '
ernment of Pakistan bv India Indian note

constitute, direct interference Following is the text of the
into the irterna' affairs of  Indian note dated May 14:-
Pakistan. The Government of “The Ministiy of External

Pakistan. therefore, refects as !
{otally _unacceptable the note  (UAUS PRotenis, e SR
under reference. In this con 4 "powician in Indis and has
nection, attention of the Gov the honour to state as follows:
ernment or India is ted 10 As a result of military action -
obligation under the hartet ¢ pan by the Government of
of (he Un!ted Nations and the Pakistan in East Bengal' near- !
principles of international 1aW 1y two million Pakistani na- |
which enjoin the member  {i,snalg have been forced to
states 1o desist from meddling  flqe from their homes and to’
inte the affairs of other states.  tgke ghelter in the adioininz ;
areas of India. This del beratel

e Batire ~f refligess as avvrsitindinea Af a11nlr 1oreesa Mrrivws




sAAV1 7 AN AARARRAR MY MW M YEE e

The figure of refugees as
mentioned in the note ig high-
ly exaggerated and bears no
relationghip with the realitics
of the situation. Again, it is
the Government of India
which largely has to accept
the blame for whatever refu-
cey there lmi ht be in India
hese people became the vic-
tims of the condltions created
by India’s armed infiltration
into East Pakistan as well as
the false and distorted Indian
propasganda and high exaggrat
ed accounts of incidents put
nut by the AIR and the Indlan
Prass, the credibility of which
now stands throughly exposed.
Public encouragement given
by the Indian leaders has also
contributed tg the influx. In
this connectign, mentlon mav
be made of the statement by
the Prime Minigter Qf India on
March 27, 1971, in which she 1;
reported o have  sald that
{ndia would keep her borders
with East Pakistan open lo
recetve  any  refugees who
might come.

In the circumsganges, it ap-
ears to the gverment of
t

akistanp that ¢ refugecs
problem has bee,zr(}eliberately
allowed 1o take certain dimen
sions by the Government of
Indig.  wjth  some ulterior
motive. This apprehension s
fyrther confirmed bv the fact
that ins;;:ag of treating the
questign of refugees on huma-
nitarian basis g gallous cam
‘i«rai'n has lpgenl aunched l;y
ndia for polifical purnposes, In
the Insipua-

this connection
In para two o

tion ¢ontained
the note under reference an
the statement of the Indian
Primme Minister at  Rani-Khet
on May 19, 1971, {n which re-
ferring to the refugee probiem,
she 18 reportied have said
that fudia “jg fully prepared
(o hght againgt Pakistan) if a
situation 18 forced on us'’ s
OIMINous,

In so far as Pakistan is con-
cerngd there  has never been
any question of withholding
permission to the retumn of its
bonafide and law abiding citi-

zens to their respective homes. -

In this connectioq, gttentipn of

tﬁe Government  of India is

invited to the statement made

by the President of Pakistan

on May 2] 1971 urging the Pak
i

La bl A "L R AT A Al -t i RlAg Vededdin
areas of India. This dellberate
expulsion of such large num-
bers of people from their
homes has created a human
problem of unparalleled magni-
tude which 1s capable of pro-
ducing serious repercussions
in the area leading to a threat
to peace in the region.

Investigations carried out by
the Government of India re-
veal that the bulk of these re-
fugees who have sou?ht tem-
porary shelter in Indla, origi-
nate from the area within a 50-
mile helt of Pakistan territory
bordering on India, It has glso
been established that these
East Bengall refugees are the
victims of a deliberate cam-
paign of terror launched aga-
inst them by the Armed \or-
ces of Pakistan.

The Minist'y of Extornall J
Affairs i{s gravely gongerned
at the fast that the Govern-
ment of Pakistan have display-

ed total indifferance and un.
concern at th, fate of these
people, who are Pakistani
nationals. The Ministry of
External Affairs would, in
this connectjon reming the
High Commyission eﬁ}r alkis-

tan of the releyant pravisions
of the Universal Declaration
on Human Rights and other
un.versally accepted ru-
mentg of the United Nations,
which quargntee the rightt of
persons to reflifh to their
country. e Government of
Pakistan are under an unques-
tionable obligation to facilitate
tha retyrn of these refugees to
their homes.

The Government of India,
therefore, hold the Govern.
ment of Pakistan fully respon.
sible for creating such condi-
tions forthwith as would faci-
litate the return refugee% to
thei: homes. It is hoped that
for thie purpose, the Govern.
ment of Pakistan will desist
immediately from cont'nuing
the terrorising activitles of ‘the
Pokistan Army. At the same
time, tha Governmen' of Indis
reserve the right to claim from
the Government of Pakistan|
full satisfaction !o recpect of
the additionas!l fluanc’al end
other burdens tha* the Govern.
ment of India have had to
shoulder for atffording relief
to ‘these Pakistani nationals.




