NEW DELHI, India, March
27 [Saturday] (#—Radio Paki-
stan announced today that
| Sheik Mujibur Rahman was ar-
lresbed only hours after he pro-

independence. The province is

separated from West Pakistan
by 1,000 miles of Indian terri-
tory.

The Tadio station used by the

Pakistan.
The radip, quoting an ofﬁcxal

T g A g e

East Pakistai capital of
Dacca, said- Sheik Mujib -was
;;}keminmtody at -his-resi.
; dence in the city at 2:30 p. m.
{Chicago time] yesterday.

The 5l-year-old Awa 1;:/(
League leader was arrested as
the West Pakistan-d ated

army sought to reysért its con-
-trol in the province.

east

Reports r@éﬂgﬂ neighboring
India indicated the army was
gaining the upper hand in the
battle against East Pakistani
¢itizens and militiamen.
. Curfew Reported Lifted

‘United News of India said in'
a dispatch from the Indian bor- |
der town of Agartala that the
-army had -occupled the head-
-quarters of fhe East Pakistani
Rifles, the provincial militia,
Fin-Comilla district, ‘after a pro-

announcement made in the R

500 MILES .
o

sheik called itself the Voice of

Indépendent Beéngal.” It broad- |

cast an appeal to the United
Nations and to other Asian and
African governments to rally
to its cause.

4 Dacca. The agency said about
200 East Pakistanis had been!

Dacca yesterday was lifted for
:a nine-hour period this morn-
ing, indicating the army was
in control of the city.
President Agha Mohammed
Yahya Khan imposed martial
law in the province in_an at-

longed fight. - -

“The army also was reported
to "have._occupied police sta-
Hions in East Pakistan’s Comilla
‘and” Noakhah dxsmcts
e agency Said. there were
casualties on both sides.
 Pakistan reported that|
“curfew ireposed in

amounted to civil war,

“I have ordered the armed
forces to do their job and fully
restore the "authority of the
government,” - the president
said in a 20-minute broadcast.

He said Sheik Mujib and
other Awami League leaders

were “‘enemies of Pakistan "

Yahya accused Sheik Mujib
of treason and outlawed the
powerful Awami League, which
won a majority of seats in last
December’s election for a Na-
tional Assembly. The assembly
stitutional erisis.

Announce Independence

As Yahya spoke, Indisn ra-
io monitors picked up a mes-
age which was broagdcast from
landestine radio transmitters
inside East Pakistan - and
hich announced the province's

| United__News__of _India re- -
“ported "in - a dispatch from the

east Indian state of Assam
that heavy casualties occurred
in the provincial capital of

chased across the border by
Pakistani troops.
Eight Reported Kiiled
Other reports along the 1,349-
mile border between India and

East Pakistan told of battles|

involving West Pakistan-dom-
inated troops, East Pakistan
police and a paramilitary or-
ganization known: as the Pak-
istan Rifles.

United News of lndia “said-at| st
least 8 persons were killed and
more than 100 injured when

onstrators at Ramgarh near
the border with the Indian
state of Tnpura

Unconfirmed reports s aid
some East Pakistani members
of the police force and another
paramilitaty organization had
fled across the border into the i

ired-on-dem-{ ==

Indian territory of Tripura,
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