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Delhi, Mdrch 26.—Shaik
- Mujibur Rahman tonight 'pr
‘claimed East Pakistan | tﬁ)
Sovereign Indepéndent Pdople’s
Republic - of| Bangla Des
according to a c&andestine! adi
report monitored near the
Pakistan border. - . . |
. The Press - Trust
~(P.T.H " published the
which was monitored jat Agar
tala, in the Indian - territory o
Tripura, about 56 miles east o
Dacca.  P.T.1 suid that) th
broadcust.was not.made by th
Shaikh himself but by ap u.
identified announcer. i
The broadcast said that ‘tr“uop
of the East Bengal i
the East Pakistan Rifles, and th
“entire police force ™ huad sur
rounded West Pakistan troops i
Chittagong, Comilla, Sylhet
Jessore, Barisal and Khuln, an
thaf” heavy fighting was; con
“‘tinuing. ! : [

A later niessage said “tha
forces loyal to Shaikh Mujibu
had captured ‘the  Chittajgon
station of Radio Pukistan forc
ing 1roops to retreat after ficre
fighting. :
—Hdded AT West Pakistan
forces were hunting for Shaikh
Mujibur, who was said 1o have
gone undergrouhd ufter the
fighting began. ‘
[Reports filom Calcutta said
Shaikh Mujibpr had crossed into
Indian territory  pursued by
Pakistani troops.  The Indian
Defence  Midistry ‘denied that
any Pakistaniforces had crossed
the fronfier] |
The brouc:’cast called upon
the people bf- * free " Bungla
Desh[” to continue their moye-
ment, for independence ** until
the List enemf;y soldier has vin-
ished ”. It sujd that the Shaikh
was * the only leader of the
people of independent Bangla
Desh ” and his command should
be obeyed to save the coun ry
from “ the ruthless dictatarst ip
of West Pakistanis ™. ‘
Upposilion,  Members of
India’s = Parliument urged the
Government 1o give the' Hust
Pakistanj * fregdom fighters
total  suppOrt.  Goveranent
spokesmen ireplied that |the
- situation  wis  being  watched
‘closely: there was to be| 4
Cubinet meeling tomorrow. and
the chief of the Indiun !Azmy
staff, had cahcelled his u pojnt-
- ments and réturned to Delh).
President Yuhyi Khan said
——
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traitors must beez'ﬁunishéd

mo"mﬂ#s

m
tohighy that the Shaikh's Awami
Lidagud, which won an over-
whelmjng majority of seats in
East Bukistan in. the elections
for the Nationul Assembly in
‘December, would be completely
bdnned. _
iHe guaid that the Shaikh had
flouted the authority of the
Government and attacked the
integrity of Puakistan. * This
crime Will not go unpunished ™.
He [described  the Shaikh's
action| in  starting hisc non-
cooperation movement as “an
act of freason. He and ais party
have defied the luwful authority
far over three weeks. They have
irg‘sulled Pakistuns  flug  und
defiled photographs of the father
of the| nation. They have tried
1o run a parallel Government.
They have created turmoil, terror
security 7.
" s recent talks in Ducca

_obduracy and
te refusal to talk sense
» only one conclusion -
an and his party  dfe
eaemigs of Pakistan. They want
Eust Puakistan to .break away
complgtely from Pakistan.”

He yssured Pukistanis that his
aim  remained  the same--
“namgly, the transfer of power
10 the elected representatives of

3
the people. Ay soon as “the
xaluatian permity, | will take
fresh qteps towards the achieve-
ment ¢f this objective.” ;.

. Mednwhile, he said. all pol-
itical hetivity throughout Paki-
stan would be banned, therc
wouldibe u complete censorshij
of the press andya curfew woulj
be imposed on Dacca and all
other cities of East Pakistan.
; Thell martial  Jaw  authoritigs

,
spid later. according 1o moni-

4

a nationwide radio broadcast -

tored reports. that anyon{'e seen

on the streets during the hors
of curfew would be shot on
sight,

“In his  broudcast tJ.mi‘giht.
P-residem“Yu.hya revealed . that
Shaikh Mujibur had propffsed an
interim period between the with-

meeting of the Nutional Assem-
bly during which provincial

governments would - be set up -

and the Nutional Aséembly
would first sit as two committees,
one ¢composed of Eust Pakistan
mempers, the other of West
Pakistun members.

The President suid he wus

to agree in principle it

reagy

hie ‘greccivcd the unequivocal
agreement of all political lead-
crs, as otherwise ™ vacuum
would be created and chaotic
conditions would ensue
. The Press Trust of
quoting clundestine radio |, re-
ports from East Pukisl;m.‘spbkc
of heuvy cusualties in the fight-
ing between East and. West
Pukistun  armed  forces and
severe fighting wus suid to be
taking -place ,in Ducéy and

India,

several other Darts . <o
[A Uniteg/Press correspondent..
i Petrupyde. un Indian tdwn -on.

the East Pakistun frontier. re-

ported thut gunfire was clearly.

audible .from Benapole
geross the border.) _
- The fighting is reported to
have broken out at midday when

est Pakistan troops moved in
tp seize men of the East P_hkis-tan‘
Rifles in their barracks at Dacca.
| According to some clandestine
radio bulletins, the East Pakistan
Rifles have about 18.000 men in
their ranks, of whom two thirds
are from the castern wing. There:
are also believed to .be about

100,000 militiamen.
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