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Street Fighting In

Dacca&Chittagong

Bridges Blown Up: Rail
Tracks Uprooted

NEW DELHI, March 26.—Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
tonight proclaimed East P akistan a “Sovereign
Independent People’s Republic of Bangla Desh”. The
declaration, broadcast over a clandestine radio station,
was made shortly before President Yahya Khan went
on the air in the west wing to announce that he had
ordered the Army to reassert its authority in the
Eastern wing, say UNI and PTIL

IN his clarion call in tune with the defiant mood of the people, who, aided by the
East Pakistan Rifles and police, were fighting the west wing troops in different
parts of Bangla Desh, said ;. “ We shall not die like cats and dogs, but shall die as

worthy children of Bangla Ma”.
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Reports  from different areas 1068 In the wake of a massive three kilometres from the Tripura Mr
said villdZers, in their thousands, upsurge against President’ Ayub border, was blown up A railway| EF€
Jomed Awami League volunteers Khan's :égime. Gen. Yahya Khan statxon in this area was destroyed
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gg:ag. R ;ge Ra(::;n{}}_a santonment ations began. Radin Pakistan said f‘?ggstrators who clashed = with
The villagers pw"e reportedly ihe situation had "veen brought Dps.
fighting with all avallable wea. “weli under control”, but Swa- One refort said a Bengall re. ‘
pons lncludlng apears, ‘athls and dhin Banfla Betar Kendra (free iment, aided by freedom-fighters.

iramh Gaos” Bengal wireless station) claimed had surrounded. and immaobilized
Bangla Desh treedom-fighters that large areas, including the a West Punjabi regiment
were also blocking Pakistani mili- towns of Dacca, Chittagong, Xbul- In many fowns, women poured
tary operations by  blowin na and Dinajpur, were in the into the streets in their thousands
bridges. uprooting railway ‘unes hands of pro-Rahman forces, in support of pro-Rahman demons-
and immobllizing the *roops in°  While casualties iwere descrived z‘;?g:: defying the martial law?
various other ways. as heavy uinb!many lplatces d%taﬂs h 'f g
ware avallable only from Ram- e freedom struggle seeped in-
to.r?lfe da:’ﬁ:&f_afvg‘;g{a’:;g:‘ “}5 garh, closs to the Tripura border, to the countryside % wiﬁqv il
independence by Mr Rahman fol- where at lcasﬁ etght people were. lagers in several places organiz-
lowed In quick succession - with N ing themselves into .self-defence
President %ahya Khan's unanno- 0 ith - w}l;xaltgver weapons
unced deparure  from Daéca at Y
mxdnight last night without con~ |
th deémands made by Mr,
int - League.
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