: fgr East- Pakistan. Civil war raged in East Pakistan,
claimmg heavy casualtxes m some ‘areas.

in the East Pakistani capxtal
of Dacca, said Sheikh Muji-
bur was taken into custody at
his residence in the city at
3:30 p.m. (EST) Friday.

The Slyearold Awami
League leader was arrested
as the West Pakistan-dominat-
ed army sought to reassert its
control in the Eastern
province.

Reports reaching neighbor-
ing India indicated the army
was gaining the upper hand
in the battle against East
Pakistan citizens and militia-
men.

United News of India said
in a dispatch {rom the Indian
border town of Agartala that
the army had occupicd the
headquarters of the East Pak-
istani Rifles, the provincial

YAHYA KHAN after a prolonged fight.

. . . sends troops The army also was reported
*to have ouupled police sta-
tions in “East Pakistan’s

IJenin rad {Comitla and Noakhali dis-
g 'tricls. The agency said there

jwere heavy casualties on both'

1 l A :sides

Trla ccoun . {The Press Trust of India re-

'y |ported at least 10,000 civilians

Is Puthhed Ewcre killed in bitter fighting

thl()uGhoul East Pakistan as

- . By Stephen S. Rosenfeld hOOPS used tanks and artil-
* Washington Post Stalf Writer l(‘xy according to Reuter.]

. Radio  Pakistan reported
ac-
A detailed courtroom Ithat a 24-hour curfew imposed

arrested only hours after he proclalmed independence |

militia, in Comilla district,;

»

S
Nor
jing

count of the secret trial of & "5, priday was lifted for'mlll
group of Soviet Jews in Len- , pinechour period this morn-| the

ingrad last December, culmi-/ing, indicating the army was|
nating in dramatic vows that, 'in control of the city.

“gbme day (we) shall still live President Agha Mohammed
in Israel” has reached the|Yahya Khan imposed martial
West and s being published|law in the province in an at-
in The Washington Post to-|tempt to put down what
day. amountcd to civil war.

Going far beyond the gar- “I have ordered the armed
bled fragments that filtered forces to do their jop and fully
oiit at the time and since, this Irestore the "authomy of the
Russianlanguage & cc o unt government.” Yahya said in a
makes explicit that the funda- 20-minute brogicast. ) a
mental accusation against the He said Sheik Mujibur an
nine Jewish and two non-Jew- other Awami League leaders
ish’ defendants was not hijack.| Were "enemies of Pakistan.

Yahya accused Sheikh Muji-
I“&“";ﬁﬁﬂg’&ffﬂtﬁ:egoﬁﬁ bur of treason and outlawed

) all political parties including
n without official permis-|,, igwerful Awami League,
. headed by Mujibur, which won

“’i‘ t;xes fergug a majority of seats in last De-
on In BwWedel | o mpelvs - election for & na-
tional jassembly.
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sheikh  has” declared
{he<75 ‘million pecple of East
akistan as citizens of the sov-
reigin. independent Bengali -
Ix}a_ti,on;!' . .Indian - monitors
: d_an_announcer as say-

g . ) )
The -radio station used by
the. :sheikh . called itself the

It broadeast an appeal to the
United Nations and to other
:“Asian . and African govern.
ments to rally to its cause. ’
-{The -Indian .news agency
: PTI said last night that forces
‘loyal ‘to Sheikh Mujibur had
‘captured . the Chittagong sta.
tion of Radie Pakistan, forcing
- Pakistani government troops
to. retreat, after fierce fight-
ing, according to Reuter,

oice-of “Independent “Bengal. |

.* [Rc.‘ua'ﬁlc SCPUL tb 11T CH}LU‘L‘ld
" said at least 10,000 troops from
- West Pakistan had landed in
eastern .ports, bringing the
+ total stationed there to about
2-70;000:).....

“. United News of India, in a
dispatch from the cast Indian
state of Assam, reported
beavy casualties in the prov-
incial capital of Dacca.

© ‘The news agency dispatch
‘also. quoted - reports from the
-border that ‘a railway bridge
ad been blown up and a rail-
way station destroyed near the
Indian frontier city of Agar-
la -

ther reports along the
nile - border between
a- and East Pakistan told
f battles involving West Paki.
fan-dominated .troops and

ry organization
the Pakistan Rifles.

communieations from
tkistan were  blacked|s

throughout

ews of India said

'

Pakistan police and ajlater that at least eight per-|Rajshahi,
sons were killed and more|Calcutta, .
than 100 injured when Paki-jway into the Jocal radio sta-|

tani troops fired on demon-jtion, killing or arresting em-]Yahya declared that the. non-
oyees who offered resistance.| cooperation movement begun
At Jhinaidaha in the Jessorei three weeks ago by Mujibur
district, the agency said troaps| and his Awami League follow-

“Yahya erdered press|strators at Ramgarh near thepl
; the| border with the Indian state
of Tripura.
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troops shot

. - gathered in

“-were - reported | killed

the:local airfleld,
A ‘large number-’

same clty when a cro

tacked the jail in an’ attempt| Y:
to free- persons arrested by

martial law authorities earlier
in the day, the agency added,’

A State Department spokes-

sman in Washington said Amer-
icans reaching the U.S. consu-
late in East Pakistan had re-
ported that Pakistani troops
and tanks had spread through
Dacca and “extensive firing,
including the use of tanks,”
was under way.

Press officer Charles Bray
said reports coming from Con-
sul General Arch K. Blood in
Dacca were fragmentary. *We
are watching developments
closely and with concern,”
Bray said.

There have been no reports
of harm to about 1,100 Amer}-
cans, including 200 officials
and their dependents now in
Iast Pakistan.

The struggle now going on
in Fast Pakistan is part of the
African-Asian movement for
liberation from colonial dom-
inations, the broadcast said.

Rivalry has existed hetween
Fast and West Pakistan cver
since Britain carved the do-
minion from British India
nearly 24 vears ago.

Separated by 1,000 miles of
Indian territory arc East Pa);i-
stan with a population of more
than 70 million Bengali-speak-
ing Moslems and West Paki-
stan, an arid country bigger
than Texas and Louisiana to-
gether, inhabited by 50 million
Urdu-speaking Maslems.

West DPakistan has 83 per
cent of the nation’s land and
only 46 per cent of its people.

Sheikh  Mujibur -has heen
campaigning for independence
for FKast Pakistan’s 70 million

195 miles north of, people and freedom from what
their

many believe is exploitation
hy West Pakistani authorities.
In his 20-minute broadcast,

The agency said that atiopened fire on residents who ers “was an act of treason.”

mains the transfer of powi
the elected representativés of
the people.” R

weeks ago, but T kept on toler:
ating one illegal action after):
another because of my keen-|
ness to arrive at a settlement,"| |
Yahya said. “But Sheikh Muji-| B -
bur failed to respond in a con-['§
structive manner.” -

~Indic’s Parliament - . | &\
Héars Bengal Plee |B
By Dilip Mukerjee

Special Lo The Washington Post

NEW DELHI, March 26—
India is officially maintaining
a studied silence over today’s
tragic developments in East
Pakistan but there is no mis.
taking widespread sympathy
and support for Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman and his cause,,

As news reached here of
battles between President
Yahya Khan's troops and Ben-
gali civilians in East Pakistan
towns, left-wing members of
Parliament interrupted—pros
ceedings this afternoon to de-
mand that New Delhi should
extend full moral- support to
East Bengalis in their struggle
against military oppression.
One member asked that India
raise matter in the United Na-
tions and arrange for overland
transit faclilities for Bengalis
now in fear of their lives in
West PPakistan.

Government spokesmen de-
clined to make any comment
but it was learned that Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi has
called a cabinet mecting Sat-{
urday morning to discuss what |’
India's response should be.

Overflights across India be-
iween Pakistan's two wings
are already banned because of |
the hijacking of an Indian.air:}
craft to Pakistan in January.]:
This obviates the embarrass-|

ment India would have faced
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b_servers here feel
Yihya: has had to give in
‘Wawks”in his army and bu-

-reaucracy “who ruled out a
"l compromise settlement with

‘Rahman. The d ision in favor

taken at the end of last month:
when - Yahya abruptly an-
nounced postponement of the

ectqgi natxonal assembly

‘But, - Yahya " went through|T!

nmiotions of negotiating - with |10~

Mqulgur in’ Dacca for 11 days,
‘these | observers say, to buy
time to-move reinforcements.
In an editorial today, the
leading English daily, the
Times' of India, says the battle
in' East Pakistan can end only
in one way—independence and
sovereignity for East Bengalis.

‘len

Statesman.
major daily, said -tha
highly unli)&ely that repressive
megsures - will . immediately
succeed in - breaking- down -
Bengali resistance. The result
will dlmost certainly be vio-
on a large scale.”




