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10,000 killed in Pakistan

NEW DELEI, Marech
27 — (AP) — Radio Pa-
kistan announced Satur-
day that Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was arrested on.
Iy hours after he proc-
laimed independence for
East Pzkistan.

{(Reuiers news agency
reported from New Del-
hi, - Igdia that at least
10,000 civilians were kil
ed in East Pakistan yes.
terday when troops used
tanks and artiilery ag-
ainst supporters of Sheik
Mujibugr Rahman  Reuv-
ters picked up the news

S o -

reported by Press Trust
of India. the largest news
agency in that country).

(The Press Trust of In-
dia said the army used
tanks in the provinelal ea-
pital of Daccs, I Chilta-
gong. Comilla, Marain-
gunj. Rangpur, Khulna
and Jessore).

In custody

The radic. gmoting an
official 2 n n o u ncement
made in the East Pakis-
tani capital of Dacca. said
Rahman was taken into
cusiady from his resid.

ence in the city at 1:30

am. local time {10:30
am. Friday, Philippine
time).

The 5l-year-old Awami
League leader was ar-
resled as the West Pakxis-
ien-dominated a rm y
sought to reassert its con-
trol in the eastern prov-

~Ince.

Army winning
Reports reaching neigh-
boring India indicated the
army was gaining the up-
per hand In the baitle ag-
ainst East Pakistanl ctti.

zens gy militia men.

Unipet News of India
said A y dispatch from
the Inddyn border town of
Agarlgld that the army
had acfyupied the head-
quarte™d of the para-mi-
litary WSt Pakistan! Ri-
fles iy Apmilla distret af-
ter & D lyionged fight

The #my also was re-
porieq kb have occupied
police igations in Bast
Paklstars Comilla and
Noakha} districts.

The #Aency said there
were Yy vy casualiies on
both afidig,

Radio Pgkisuan renoyis
ed that 3y around tpg
clock curfea Imposed 1w
Dacca by e martial Jyw
authorities dn Friday wad
Hfted for 4 nine hour pA~
ried beginying at 7 awm.
Saturday - indicstipy
the army #as in contred
of the c¢ily

l']l’aﬂ:}ﬁﬂf;ﬂll-‘a

As of wdon SBaturdays
Indian monitors hag g
reported aflv  broadcss iy
from thg clandestivw
“Voice o! Indepvndesﬁlg
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Bangia Desh (Bengali Na-
tonale) which was on the
air Lntermitunuy until
late Friday.

The radic had carried a
message Friday night pro.
claiming independence for

NEW DELHIL March 1
(AP)—United News of
India reported Saturday
that chief martial law ad-
ministrator of East Pakis-
tan, Lieut, Gen, Tikka
Khan, died from injuries
received during an attack
on his residence ia Dacea
by supporters of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman,

The agency, in & dis-
patch from the Indian bor.
der town of Agastala, said
the genera] succumbed te
his injuries in g nursing
home where he was taken
following the attack.

The agency quoted a re-
port received from acroas
the border from a source,

the province, which iz
Separated from West Pakis.
tan by 1,000 miles of Indian
territory.

““The Sheikh has declarsd
the 75 million pecple of
East Pakistan as citizens of
the Independent Bangla
Desh”  Indian  monitors
quo_ted &n announcer as
saying.

ihe announcement was
made shority before Pakis-
tan President Agha Moham.
med Yahya Khan made s
nationwide broadcast in
which he banned all political
activity throughout the
country, outlawed the Awa-
mi league — which had
won & majority of the seats
in elections last December
for a national assembly —
and accused Rahman ef
treason.

Yahya safid Rahman and
other Awami League lead-
erg were ‘‘enemies of Pa.
kistan.”

“They want Pakistan to
break, this is a crime which
will not go unpunished.”

But Yahya in his 20
minute broadcast did not
mention anything about the

.fate of Rahman and uncon.

firmed reports reaching In-
dia said he had gone under-
ground.

The radio, in-announcing_ sticks, swords and da
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Map shows East and
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West Pakistan where

eivil war now rages. It was taken by AP in 1963
at the height of the religious upheaval,

March 27 (Reuters) — At
least 10,000 civilians
were Teported killed in
East Pakistan yesterday
when troops used tanks
and artillery against sup-
porters of Sheikh Muriji-
bur Rahman, who has pro-
claimed independence for
the eastern wing of the
country.

Reporting this, the Press
Trust of India said the ar-
my used tanks in the pro-
vincial capital of Daces, in
Chittagong, Comilla, Ma.
raingunj, Rangpur, Khulna
and Jessors.

The agency attributed
its reports to information
reaching the Assam town
of Gauhati from across the
border.

The reports said casual-
tles were heaviest in Chit-
tagong and members of
Mujib’'s Awami League
were still holding on the
city radio station 'they
seized overnight.

More than 1,500 people,
many of them villagers,
were killed as they tried
to seize the airport at Jes-
sore,

Troops used machineguns
on the mob which attack-
ed the airport with x?ars,

gers,

his arrest, did not give de- the repo:tl :a!d.‘

tails of the arrest and did
not specify whether Rah-
man had been in his resi-
dence throughout the day.
Insurance salesman
Since Pakistan became
independent on August 14,

1947, Rahman — who is an -

insurance salesman by pro-
fession — has spent nine

alold mrmmsle. e

Bombing
NEW DELHI, March 27
(Reuters) — Pakistan air
force planes today bombed
East Pakistan town of Co-
miila, aceording to reliable
reports received by the

(- | PR
Prass Trust of India news

agency. .

The agency sald tanks and
artillery were used against
civilians in Dacca, Chitta-
gong and other cities in East
Pakistan, which Sheikh
Mujib has declared indepen-
dent as the state of Bangla
Desh (Bengal nation). °

The air strike was against
the town of Comilla, which
members of Sheikh Mujib's
Awami League claimed to
hold in a clandestine broad-
cast earlier today,

There were conflicting re-
ports about the fate of
Sheikh Mujib — elected
leader of the 75 million
mainly Bengali population
of East Pakistan.

Comilla, the town report.
ed to have been bombed, has
2 population of about 50,000
and lies 55 miles (90 km.)
east of Dacca near the
border of the Indian &' e
of Tripura. ’

Denial

NEW DELHI, March 27
(Reuters) — Supporters of
Sheikh Mufibur Rahman,
leader of the East Pakistan
breakaway movement, toe
day denied a government
radio report that he had
been arrested.

The denial came In a
broadcast from a secret ra-
dio station somewhere in
East Pakistan which
Sheikh Mujlb has declared
independent as the state of
Bangha Desh,
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Insurance salesman
Since Pakistan became

independent on August 14,

1847, Rahman — who is an

insurance salesman by pro-

fession — has spent nine
years and eight months in

Pakistani jalls in connec.

tion with his demands for

greater sutonomy for the
eastern province,
United News of India, in

& dispatch from the Eastern

Indxan state of Assam, sald

that acoording to highly re-
liable reports from across
the Pakistani border at
least 180 persons were kill-
ed in a clash between the
army and the East Pakis-
tanis in the district city of
Comilla early. Saaurday.
*
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