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nounced the arrest of Sheikh

: " liable reports’ indicated that the
%ﬁﬁzﬁ QV%I‘me.anf?ir—u?;a Pakistan ‘army  was facing stiff
. vesoited to ' scorched earth |resistence from local defenders,
, action in seversl areas in East A Government radio broadeast
. Pakistan, aceording {6 highly from Dacca gave further credence
$hle  Tonorte Frame o abiegl i

'ATE UNKNOWN

B Rahman Assures His
- People He Is Free

PAKISTAN AIR FORCE JETS ROARED INTO

EAST PAKISTAN, SAYS PTIL

AIR-»FOHCE PLANES FLEW SEVERAL SORTIES

PARTS OF THE PROVINCE INCLUDING COMILLA TOWN REPORTEDLY 'UNDER EFFECTIVE CONTROL

OF THE SHEIKH'S MEN.

Earlier, Pakistan tanks went into action against East
Pakistan Rifles and police and civilian resistance units,
causing heavy easualties, according to neutral reports
rickling out of Dacca where severe military censorship

Pitched battles have been reported from Dacca and
several other centres.

The Pakistan Army moved Go ahead with your programme
against the Shelkh's men early on to achieve the goul of freedom. Do
Friday-foliowing-an-order by Pre--not be misguided by enemy pro-
sident Yahya Khaln to crush his paganda®.
movement for full autonomy for in another broadcast. She'kh
East Pakistan. . Mujibur Rahman has asked West

The Shelkh replied fo the 8'MY Pakistan troops “to  surrender
strike by declaring East Pakistan Otherwise we will avenge the
%e Lndependem Republic of Bangla e

esn.,

_In a day of dramatic develop- _{See editorial: Bangla Desh)
ments on Saturday, the .(Govern-

ment-owned Radio Pakistan an-

blood of the Bengalis you have
killed”.

Radio Pakistan had said that the
Sheikh was arcested during the
small hours of Friday, but did not
explain why the announcement of

‘Mujibur Rahman,
But this was promptly dented
by Hires  seorat

than 36 hours
Conflicting reports  were also
AR ST G s pie-of-Greneval |
1ikka Khan, Martigl Law Admin-

igtrator in Dacca. \
;00 report spid he was killed

2

o)

thy” Shetkivy” s DQ&'.S, and  an-
other indjcated ke escaped with
severe injuries,

While the situation in East Pak-
istan remained confused, all re-

S PINDI'S TROOPS |

"EDF GROUND TROOPS AS CLASHES BETWEEN G
MUJIBUR RAHMAN, THE LEADER OF INDEPEN DENT BANG

..rawsing of any

the arrest was delayed _by“mg,,,,_

fro
B e i
SRR e the P il BE% 2 %—-
istan! armed forces launched their i3 ¢ of the major Powgfs, were
-magsive military eperations, a | wilerstandably kesr glegn P
-liberation foree sfurcg sald to. i

&

SURRENDERING |

AUTION UN SATURDAY IN SUPPORT OF HARD-PRESS-
OVERNMENT FORCES AND SUPPORTERS OF SHEIKH
LA DESH, ENGULFED THE WHOLE OF

STRAFING RESISTANCE POCKETS IN DIFFERENT

to these when it denounced what
it called the “scorched earth tac-
tics” apparently resorted to by the
Sheikh's followers.

ment of the Pakistan Army had
started surrendering to the libera-
tion forces of Bangla Desh.

— The broadcast said some Ansars |
The radio announced s new had also surrendered,

martial Jaw  order bunning the It said that Daceca rad

of any kind of obstructions _nhad_been surrounded b
such as barricades or diguing holes
on public highways. roads. railway
lineg or runways, affecting the
movement of traflic.

The order. further said that re-
sidents of houses or  buildings
within hundred yards of such bar-
nicades shall have to remove all
such obstructions. Those refusing
to comply with the order will be
liable to 10 years’ rigorous im-
prisonment, the order added.

The headquarters of Tippera
district of East Pakistan border-
ing Tripura, Comilla has a popul-
ation of about 50.000 and is about
200 miles from Calcutta,

According to a UNI report from

o station

(Continued on page 9 col 6)

SOUTH BLOCK
THEIR NEWS
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From Our Specia) Representative

NEW DELHI - Saturday.~“fhore
was considerable diplomatic ag-

B - c Wi .
Agartsla, the Free Bangla Radia ‘g ?;]ll?ntgodﬂ;zwu!i;emanmzvx{ié%:l
said that men of the Punjab Regi- irs Ministry  for eonsulta-

and exchange of ~inform-
about the latest develop-
n East ~Paltigrstr— e fo
Dacea complesely cut off
the outside \_\:‘Oﬂ? m;}.xx

LATE NEWS

AGARTALA,
100, ple

Mar  27.—Nearly
pre..fe

1T

2.

wi ;mvetnihforma?on wHey could.
DIgk up from. 1;5 Slan sources,

Kpart - plaittihots
statements none .fé;@ﬁmw
Powers have g0 far spel. ous tigir ‘
stand on the Easi Bongui orisls ;
For_the Chinese  the latest-fe!

mmci“’” .

““The 50ured sad Dacca Univer
sity wag  oampistely destroyed
under heavy shelling by Paksian
Army tanks.

Heavy fighting was continuing
in East Pakistan towns north of
Tripura, with  Pakistan: troops
using mortars.

developments appear g bave been
particularly . embareassing in thels
light of their curtent sirategy of
all-out support for Wt Pakisten.
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"More Troops“ Flown

. To

g (Continued from page ! col 7) of Bangla Desh. men of the East
. fighters and the statlon was virtu- Pakistan Rifles and the  palice
e 2lly under siere. were fighting alongeide of citi-

- [ In another Brffwacast the radio |00 &t-Saidpur
R The streets of Rangpur were
claimed that the freed lvlq str With  bodies civilians
i-| West Frontier Province and Pakh? gPown-hy <=8 akistan

" | toonistan had declared indepen. |®

. About 10.000 troops were des.
18 %(;r;xcc‘.ﬁ mll:hwlnu the example of hed te recspturs Chalng eatly
' A N on Saturdav morning A hlandy

s-| The person who spoke on the battle raged there

I”| radio was identified as “Major Jig, [P8'F1® raged there = P
Chief of the Liberation Army of

t| Bangla Desh”. DEMONSTRATIONS

d — RepOTE ITom ihelde the troubled

5- land, broadeaat by the Free Bangln ]N INDIA

y {Iadioh stations  and corroborated  (Contbnued from page 1 eol 1)

n by other gources sacrogs the border, .. » tted (ieneral

Z Dac?ulnnd Khulna. In the hombing At Sapru House writers, painiers

h of Daucea & Jarge hospitsl  was and some eminent men pleaded

5. destroyed and most of its in. g ” gl ediate racognition of

n, patients killed, “Bangla Desh” The meeting. by

Therve was no mesns of estimat- a resblution, requested the Indlan
e ing the casualties, bellieved w run Government o help the struggling

T tnte—thousands—and fastmountng tivi

- higher. One report put the num- e yp the cause
e ber of persons killed &1l Saturdav :',\;p :;: ;:ﬁ;;{;,:a:‘ [}“N
- momming at 3,300, Among the dead The students and -
were many wonten. University of Deihi and Jawahar.
More Pakistani troops  were |5} nenry University met  Mrs
flown thio Dacca on Saturday ¥ (ondhi and demanded categorical
Join the operations. The exact Indian support to Fast Pakistan,
vumber of” the troops and the “pron Tour Cateutta offee- Cal-
route taken by the alreraft were ity students observed a strike on
not known, Saturday n prolest against the

(  The Pakistan armv used tanka military action in “Bangls Desh”

, and srlillery in Duccs and !n the A gimilar strike was olgerved in

. cantonment areas of Naraingunj the districts.

. Chittagong and Comilla as well in the afternoon, supporters of

y 8 In the border towns of Rang- the BHengal Provincial Btudents'
pur Khulna and Jessore Federstion (Left), the Progressive

. Casualtles in Chittagong were Students’ Unfon, the Federation af
-said to_be the heaviest. The Revolutionary Students and the
 Awaml League supporters who Democratic Youth Federation held
baized control of Chittagong radio g rally on the Caltutta University
: station. overnight, were atil! hold- campus. . The meeting demanded
Ing it on Saturday morning that the Central Governmant
In the Jessore alrport areas (mmediately recognize “Bangle
alone, over 1,500 civilians, many Desh” and urged the  “socialist
of thom elad ' “lungls and forces of the world” to extend &l
bantans™ were - killed bi; ma-  possibie 4 to the peopl
ohine-gun fire when the Shelkh's of East Pakistan. .
supporters armed with gpears, Later, the students went in a
Iathis - dnd dx_fﬂ‘l' trted  t0 procession to-the office ofthe Pak-
oapturs the pori. . atan Deputy High Commissioner
More river and railway bridges and burnt en effigy of Presiden!
were ‘being blown up, roads des. Yshya Khau.
troyed and tele-communication Strong police arvangements wers
channels snapped by resistance made to protect the romizes ol
groups to obwtruet movement of the Pakistan Deputy High Coms
troops. . . missionar. - The procossion = was
At least 180 people were killed stopped about 10D vards from the
i Comitle' tnaclush-betwesn the b i e
Pakistan army and Bangla Desh A Youth Congress (R) deputs-
freedom fighters early on Satur- tion, lod by Mr Dl aranjan Das
dnx morning. ) . Munshi, MP, prese ec{ 8 memo«
t Saldpur, &t least 50 people randum of ?romt' o the 1y
d.  As in other parts High Commissioner,

were kille

propte-with—matertat —and—setive |
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