.O S Frorn Yahya s Men
For Reinforcements

' NEW DELHI March 28.~-As Free Bangla Radio
armoun(,ed the formation of a Provisional Government
.for ~Bangla Desh and’

the

“liberation forces”

of

"Mr ‘Mujibur  Rahman began marching to Dacca, the
-Pakistani Navy. joined the Army and the Air Force
in: the effort to crush the resistance movement, report

UNI and. PTL.

]
{ The, sHaky xmsmon ot the Pak-
} istani Army in Dacra. despite the
» massive deéstruction wrought by the
, ‘use. of, artillery, tanks and bomber
» aircraft, came to light when In-
dian montors picked up an SOS
t to the West wing headquarters for
i help ss it.was “impossible to save
- Dacca.” A Dacca broadcast later
 -confirmed that remforcemem.s had
- been sought.
 The cryptic SO8 message from
Lt.-Colonel, Azam Khan said: “pro-
] cesﬂon't.on:: Chittagong Send
- *help. [mpossible <ave Dacea.’

: The “procession™ reterred o was

' spparently the .march ov ‘the
\l glberatioﬁ Forces”® » Bangia
~ Desh.

Col. Khans message was sent

at 8-30.a.m. Bangla Desh time.
Later in the day s Free Bangla
broadcast said that the “Liberation
Army” was on its way trom Chit-
tagong ‘o Dacca
Free Bangla Ragdio wemn on
%0 claim that “except for s few
 urban pockets, where the enemy is
entrenched, the rest of Bangls
Desh is- under the contral of the
Liberation Force"”.
The, Pakistani Navy bégan shell-
B Chmagong atter - troops—dis~
1{‘; e rom: le wl;xg

Cd e 1
j» of the Liberation !"orées
had earl:er set- out from thereion
the Jong march te Daccs and Radie
‘Pakistan, whi¢h "hdd ~ prévicusly
‘kept up .-the ‘fction that all was
tquiet in Chittagong. spoke of an
;‘ér:provement" ‘in

rts. - indicated that apart
B pc the men from Chittagong,
5 zroup from the Comills
‘marching te Dacca. .
ize of the -marchers was
v 5wening with more and
- men joining them @
through vulnge ane.

er
p Ly seide
el n’:u Z‘-%?g“ﬁemf ursued by zhe West Pa

! mbegu

. the sltustxou;
! anythmg that might appear tb con.

pranes dropped bombs on a huge
Army of “Liberation Forces” of
Bangla Desh proceeding to Kus-
thia from across the River Padma
this afternoon.

Heavy casualties were inflicted
as a result of the bombing, accord.
mg to 3 prominent Awami League
‘eader.

The large Army of “Libera‘ion
Forces were coming to Kusthia
in aid of their colleagues who were
iccked in 2 bitter fight with the
West Pakistani troons The ‘roops
had arrived sarlier to release twg
Paklsram Army units confined oy
the “Liberation Forces™ at Kustma
and Chaudanga for the nast twe

The Martial Law Administrator
in Khulna was seriously injured
while he was directing Army ope.
rations, against ' the “Liberation
Forces” today, travellers reaching
Kndshnagar trom across the border
sai

Major Malze of the 24-Field
Frontier Force unit and severa} of
his men were 2lso seriousiy in-

jured at Daulatpur in Khulna dis.

'nct when they were attacked by
: Rahman's forces.

Pamstam Air Force helicopters

8. —/The
ess (R) Workmg Commmee
“héYe ‘toimorrow to determine
the parly’s attitude,” as distinct
{from the Government's, towards
the freedom struggle now being
waged by the people of Bangla

esh..
While the Government. it is con-
ceded, cannot as. gn entity de

stitute ap interference in the in.
terna! affairs of ano%er country.

arty. it is felt, must {dentify
itseir with the popular sentiment
in favour of Bangla Desh and iis
leader, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
already manifest In demounstrs-
tions all over the country.

While the agenda simply nien-
tions ‘d.iscussxon on the inter-
national sizuauon as - the nwmin
ifam; It i§ presumed that Bangla
Desh will claim top priority, As
‘the ruling party, the Congress «R)
may not be in’ a posmon to offer
9pen support ahman’s

. -supporiers but it is felt that thelr

cause ‘could be served by -the party
focussing attention on the geno-
and ‘scorched-earth pOIi(ch

int ‘ t I8 kel
1,? the hng- Paksis an‘; wﬁou
ready  resylted - im ' mare
5t Muas! ims leu the A
] VRN i

rab.
P!

were reportedly shelling the popu-
iated towns of Comilia and Chit-
‘agong, according to reliabie re-
carts veaching Azartala.

Other reports si:a West Palkis-
‘ani ‘roops ware maintaining th
attacks on *he “Liberatinn’
using  Sovier Tizer ‘tanis,
Sasre jets and Chinese small a
Air Force hnelicopters were shell-
.ng ‘he populous owns of Comiila
and Chittagong

Free Bangly Radic
the santure of Army
at Comtlla. Jessore snd Khulna.
Ranzour and Saidpur towns in

{ean'inued on page d eol I
NO REQUEST FOR

RECOGNITION YET

NEW DELH). March 28.—Yhe
Government of India has not so
{ar recelved any request frem the
Provisional Government of Bang-
ia Desh for recognition. accord-
ing to infoermed sources here to-
night, reports PTE. Setting up
of a Pravisional Government was
announced by the Free Bangla
Radio earlier today.

announced
antonmen’s

?

TH could
sece e mm ﬂxe minority, he’ said
éart trom Bangla® Desh. the
CW (R) 18 exiaected to address
itself to organizational matters.
including  the question  how it
should involve itself i the imple.
mentation of the programmes to
which the Government is aiready
committed In fact. this will be the
major organizationa) issue which
the leaders will discuss in addi-
tion ¢ the question of building

trained cadres.all over the land.

The commmee may aiso have a
preliminary look at the draft of
the .main resolution to be consi-
dered by the All Indis Congress
Commitiee when it meets in the
capital on April 3 and 4. A five-
member committee comprising Mr
Chandrajeet Yadav (Convenor)

K. D. Malaviga. Mr Henry
Austln‘ Mr K Mallappa and Mr
Chandrasekhar hag been asked to
prepare the resolution. The final
draft ae it emerges afier tomor.
TOW's meetm% will be considered
again when the CWC meets 3 day
before the AICC session.

Chines:  workers befure -the arm
Dacca, which had teen-cloged-beca
protest against the martia

Delhi Reject
By Isla

NEW DELH!. March 28 —India
has rajected Pakistani pro!ests
that she was interfering in ‘he
internal affairs of Pakistan in the
Antext of the growing crisis in the
sastern wing of that countrs.

The reiection of Pakistani pro-
‘ests, one delivered at Islamabad
\csle day. and tha otaer made ver-
¥ 3V the Pakis'an High Com-
ner. Mr 3ajisd Haider. when
alied at the Externai  Affairs
Ministry. at dis own reguest odav.
was conveved to the Pakz>t3n n-
vo” by a senior official of the Mun.
istrv.

The reference . ¢the 2Pakistan:
tes's to the discussion on Bangla
in the Indiar Parliamen® -
|e dav was taken exception to by
Affarrs Ministry In-
cliament, the High Com-
no' was tola. was a sovere:gn
2 and was not under the con-
1rol of 'he Government In spite of
it. references by the Prime Min:s-
ter and the External Affairs Minis.
ter o 'he grave situation in East
Psk'~$an ware extremely restrain.

Mr Halger, who actused the
Indian Press and radio of cartyin

on 'false‘ mischxevous and hosfile”,
prog -against

‘ap!

behah of he independent” Bangla |
Desh-from a ship 30 the mouin .u
the river Hooghly. was dismissed
as buseless and mischievous. India.
*me Envoy was told. did not per-
m:: foreign' radio stations to ape-
rate from within its territory

The meeting between the Envoy
and the Externa] Affairs Ministry
offictal apparentiv led o some haat
when Mr Haider made a pointed
reierence te what 2e -alled  the
publication of a “baseless” item
about the killing by freedom fight.
ers of Lt-Gen. Tikka Khan, the
Martia! Law Administrator of East
Pakistan.

The High Commissioner, accord--
ing to the official. warned that the
result of his kind of reporting
would not be good. Asked by the
official whether that was intended
to be a thres!, the High Commis-
sioner claimed he was only T
veying what Islamabad had ‘told
him and he did not know what i

8

con. |

tnat meant. .
Apparenﬂy embarrnssed by the
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- this. “afternoof, -

30in!
pth Gom

ration Korce'”. af
of Fakirbat bridge’ ot

A Pakistani Ar i
captured. by .the "Liberati
ces” -after "a battle - which ed
several- hours, Army units .gusrd~
ing the magazine .~ tfied hard fo
communicate ‘with . headquarters
for help, but. did not sded.

‘Brahmanbaria,” a -subdivisional
town of Comilla district wag com-,
gletely under the control of the

angla Desh “Liberation - Force™
and life was -absolutely normal
there, reporis reaching - Shiliong

said today. .

A report reaching Krishnagar
said that "Liberation Forces™ had
captured the Industrial town  of
Narayanganj after forcing West
Pakistan| troops fo retreat.

A Free Bangla broadeast. mont-
tored at about noon said rce
fighting wus In progress in the

Nababpur and  Johnson Road
aress of Dacca.
—~ The Radio said *“Liberation

Forces” at Miriapur toiled an at-
tempt by Pakistan! troops to ad-
vance to Tangail from Dacea The
whole of Tangail district  wae
under the control  of ‘“freedom-
fighters”, it added.

Wast  Pakistani troops were
either retreating or surrendering in
the face of massive res:stance oy
rural peeple whe h also taken
‘v arms The ma rateg: to be
adnpted by the civilian population
to bring the enemy to “their knees”
to ensure that thev did not

)

) 00,
T angla Radic which an-
iounced the formation of the Pro-
anal Gavernment, headed by the
eration Army Chief. Major Jia
nan, said tne march o Daccs had
szun 3! 8-45 am from Chitra.
ang ere Shei Mujibur Rah-
1an has  reportedly set up his

eadquarters.
Martial Law authorities on their
part airiifted seceral thousand

t¢ queli the
tary control-
id  Ciaiming
quiet’ the radio

traoms ¢ Chittago

it ances
Ied Darca
tall

An - anno; e ,‘, 1t
Bangla -Radio said:-thes.
National - Awgmi

lana . Bhashani:
0.000

£
a2k .

! pes L
diglg;‘:sal of the. “"Li nyt

e Pakistand &rmy suthorifies
are distributing arms among non-
Bengali residénts in' Bangla Desh,
reports from “Liberation Forae”
gources. across the border said to-
ay.

The Pakistan Martial Law autho-
rities were reported to have pres-
cribed’ severe measures against
any one fistening to Indian broad-
casts. Detying the flat, thousands of
peopie were thronging around the
cadio seis thronghout Banals Desh.

RABMAN'S ASSURANCE

A Free Bangls Radio broadcast
said Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had

security to Sindhis, Baluchis and

Pakhtoong in_ East Pakis
ariler. jor Zia  a ed

powers as Commander-in-Chief of
the Bengal Liberatiop Armv In
a broadcast over the Free Bansla
Radic he said: “I bereby assame
the powers of the provisional
bead of the Liberation Army of
Swadhin. Bangia Desh As tne
provisional head | order the free-
dom-fighters of Bangla Desh to
continue the struggle ti1 ultimale
victery. Jai Ba

He said that the enemy was
bringing addifional troops by sea
and air. He appealed to all peace-
loving ‘people of the world to
come to the help of "the demagra-
tic-minded fighting people of Ban-
gla Desh.”

Major Zia requested all free-
dom-fiunters in and around Chit-
tagon to assemble &' the La) Digne
Maidan for an important anneun-
vement He directed tnem 1o caity
with them whatever  weapnns

o W

said there were some disturgances
in Khuina alis Reports said the
Armv was tac:ng scarcity of medi-
rine. focd and other essentials

Parhan o'diers of the Pakistan
Armey ol rapled 1o a0st the
Pakistani t haura junction,
close 1o the T a oorder. has-
til. withdrew when Awami Leavue
volunteers led by students, sur-
rounded them. .

“Liberation Force” sources said
tne people of Akhaura were pre-
nar:ng to face a likely attack by
Pakisiani Army units

In Brahmanbaria. another o
der 'own under the contralof the
“Lioeration Forces”. four Army
cofficiale, inciuding two Colnnels.
were killed 1n a ciash. Mr Rah-
man’s volunteer units, led by stu-
dents, were in full control at Svi-
hst. report

Repar:s e
borders e rict *oday in-
4 that Pakis'ani Army units
siationed in Syihet district were
wifhdrawing from their stations as
“Liberalicn  Foreas™ of Bangla
Desh moved forward.

The Army encampment at At
goan_tin Pakistan: oppnsite Jalal-
pur-Pirnagar of India. appeaved
abandoned today and enly empty
camps stood there. A few daysago

aj f

through

units of the Pakistan Army were
put in this camp and could be seen
irom this side.

Pakistan Army resorted to

the: posvesseq

Radio Fakistan
ing quoted an
ment in Dacea
reports of fightin
tan “as carried
eign news agencies”. were come-
pletelv  without foundation™ It
claimed that the Army was in
tull control of the situalion m
East Pakistan and “life is fast re-
turning to noarmal”

The cadio alsn. denied reports
that Chittagong. Comilla and Jes-
sore were under effective control
of the Awami League supporters,,
It said that employees of Gav-
ernment offices and autonomous
and semi-autonomous carparations
were reporting for duty The em-
ployees of Radio Pakistan ang the
Pakistan Television Corporation
hat already resumed work and
normai  programmes were being
broadcast, it added.

The chairman of
Party, Mr Z. A. Bhutto, has sup-
ported President Yahra Khan's or.
dertothe Army to orush the inde-
pendence movement. He was quot-
ed by Radio Pakistan as telling
a Press conference in Karachi yes.
terday that whatever steps had
been taken by the President”in
regarding to East Pakistan “are iu
the best interests of the countrv®

Awami  Offices  In

this  morn-
otficizl  state-
to  say that
in East Pakis-
v certain fnr-

the People's

.
shaating in Dacea again todav, BBC W. Paklstan Destroyed .
Pg?x;‘!fce(\ir 'g“fiaasy re:mposed 1n Daces amedy (DELHL . March 28—
1 Fter o maccd Awami League offices in  West
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g (310 atta asain nGay, Bol
seportad coday

Curfew, vas re:mposed 1n Dacca

at 5 pm. todar after 8 few hours'
! trelaxation. Dacca was put under
— | curfew last night along with Tongi
- fand the industtial town of Nara-
dl | vansan
i1 The Martial Law authorities also
b pdirecied the banks in Dacca  to
f Lopen tomarrow. Government offices
e | cantinued ‘o de closed todas
e The Pakistani army authorities
d {today virtually acknowledged that
- | the police force in Banga Desh
vA: nGo londer under their con-
sl wnen Radio Pakistan, Dacea,
repeaterdly  broadcast an order
- {requirin gall policemen to report
nifar dutv  at  their respective
B | stations tomorrow  saving failure
|t dn <¢ weuld make them lianle
1|te be tried by military courts.
Policemen had defied an earlier
directive 19 resume duty by Sature
- { day morning.

Municipal ofhces and hospitals
were also asked to start function-
ing. the latter on round-the-clock
basis.

The Chief Martial Law admin-
trator of Pakistan today issued 2
order banning the All-Pakistan
Awamt League as 2 political party
- | tiroughout the country, Radio Pak-

istan reported. The order said no
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