A road Ieading out from Dacca ba!

- FROM OUR STAFF

AGARTALA, Apr 5—
The sector,
area from Sylhet (o Chiltagong
—Major Khalid Shaffesque, Major
Ziayr Rahman and Major Safi:
ullah-—met for the first tim¢ on
Saturday since fighting broke out
on the night of March 25, They
regrouped after having been split
up during the first few days of
the fighting and have now collect-
.ed & force of divisiomal strength
with sufficlent arms and ammuni-
won tn carry out the first phase
of a concerted drive to remove
West Pakistani troops now isolated
fromm each other in the canton-
ment towns of Chittagong,
Comills and Dacca

This writer and a setaff - pholo-
grapher for a (German magazine
met the three Majors at the liber-
atlon army  headquarters 1n a
palatlal house on & big tea estate
north ot Brahmanberia,

Major Xhalid, formerly of the
East Bengal Regimenl and Brigade
Major at Daxca  till the day the
fighting began, 1s a  32-year-old
handsome, tough-looking man and
wears an automatic slung low over
his hips and carries 83 Chinese
submarine gun, Good humoured,
mild and withontthe
expects a
soldier, he is a man who quotes
eastly from Tagore, Shakespeare
angd Goethe. X

*1 am fighting for my couniry
no

commanders of the &
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CORRESPONDENT -

story is belng writtern liberath

: units fnder Major Khali
ar?%)ﬂm het, They
have been  joined by ien
brought in by Major Safiullah who
also managed to collect enough
equipment to make an infantry
brigade ready for combgh .

Major Safiullah and his men led

by eight other officers. now have |

.the potentia] strength of more

- than a brigade. The brigade i3 ex«|

pacted to assemble and fan out
into the rural areass in a drive
that will take the liberation army,
maoving from three directions,
group together for & final assaull
on Dacca, Chittagong and Comilla;
These 1 _ cantonments have
lost all communications with each
other,

According to the three Majors,

o

rricaded by suppopters-of Sheikh Mu
(More -plciures. .on. back 'page)r

‘OPERATION REGROU
“BY BANGLA FORCE

whose spokesman is Major Khalid,

driving the West Pakistani army
out of the cantonment, where it
has taken up s defensive position,
will not be easy., However. they
have two facttors In their favour.
First. the Pakistani ‘army in
Bangla Desh is under siege and
all its means of communication
and supply have been blocked by

{re fAghlers who have set
traeclke:

Secondly, the monsoon Is expect.
ed in the northern parts in the
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Government that kills ifs own
people, The West Pakistani army
broke all norms of civilized con-
duct when it killed civiliaps. A
soldier professionally speéaking
has no business to murder, His
job i€ to fight the ememy. If
West Pakistani treops kill my
people, then they automatically
assume that we are their
enemies and 1
fight the enemy *,”Maj
sald

‘The Major tnvited us to spend
the night with him. And over a
meal, simple because they are at
war, and a few whiskies from a
bottle rescued from some dark
corner, he told us the story of his
people’s struggle.

NOT ON ENEMY’S TERMS

“l have over 2.000 men with
me. I know I do not have heavy
armour or artillery. Bul we don't
intend to fight on the enemy’s
terms. We shall dictate them after
we have starved them out in their
defensive posinons In the canton-
ments, But that is a matter of
strategy which 1 am sorry;1 can-
not divulge at this stage”, fle said.

We saw tne Major 1n action as
he sent in his men under 25-year-

old Caplaln Mahbooh on- 4-mission”

¢

which may. soon give them posses.
sion of, the blggest alrport in that
-area. He<-appeared to be in full
enntral of all communications and
able to move men and equipment
at will, Though he lacks mecha-
nized irpnsport, he now hae a fleet
of véhicles that have been put at
his ¢dmmand? by people from
fowng and viliages.

His second-in.command, Mazajor
Shafaat Jamil, also of the 4th
East Bengal . Regiment said in the
sector Under Major Khalid lies the
entire territory’ between Maulvi-
“BaZdr SRA TIe VTTYAR AT thelr
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NEW DELHI, Monda}.—Mrs
Gandhi claimed today that while
there were people who had
thought otherwise, the result of
the General FElection had never
béen in doubt in “our mind, be-
‘cause we had the feel of the pulse
of the people”. And, she added.
its reverberations were being felt
not only in the country but aiso
abroad.” where there were people
who doubted her capacity.

She had not, however, made any
exaggerated promises in her elec-
tion campaign. emphasizing: in
fact, that the road to the country’s
salvation from ancient ills (econo-
mic and social) would. be hard.

The President’s Address, on the
debate, to which she was replylng,
also -had merely hinted that “we

to- fulfil-election
promises;

2

The Hi

buse adopted s motion
of thanks to the President after
refecting those of the §2 amend-
ments pressed fo a vote.
Mr Raj Narain (8SP)/ carrying
| nin lost election fight against the
Prime Minister - Into the debste,
was in sharp confljct with her when
on her cla g that large ex-
penditure-of money far from In.
Auencing the voter, had made
candidates lose votes, - .

her temper:

, fbvféﬂgs * io:;im§IE r "
when the SSP member, fepeating
nis charge f wide distkr{ﬁtwn of
uits at Rae Bareli.(theélr consti-
tuency), asked if it wgs “for 2
tace” the people there had voted,
tha Prime Minister rebuked her
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.. MAJOR’S STORY ;horﬂ:
OF WAR nint

{Continued front page ! Cot §) Dacca
firing

‘there the sky was heavily uvercust weapo

most of the time and there were a there
few thundershowers. With the and t
coming of the monsoon the Pak- By.
istani army will be further immo- cover:
bilized as it supplies of pelrol, &rifte:
food and ammunition dwindle. the w
The uperation army. with the Fires
support of the people ol Bangle jsrea
Desh, is. therefore. going to wait frictio
1t is in the waiting that one can A *
judge the acumen anhd competence posed
of these three officeérs who were at Soldie
one time with the 2ommandos for autom
over four years and are experts of.Co
at guerrilla warfare. Any direct gal A
action or confroniation will auto- ~ Sho
matically mean loss of men and throu
vitally needed arms and ammumi- ently
tion ) far fi
Major Khalid said; “We have 27,
repealedly told our men that  Duy;
every bullet they fire must find nawes
a target. We know we don't have barri

the Hrepower the enemy has geen

and, therefore, must conserve In

what little we have till such time near

as we can muster more re- romn
stources”, I w

In tne area from Sylhet to stron
Ch:ttagong the liberation Ariny is place
a regular military formation and nolie
not a disorgan:zed and indisciplin. Paki

ed group of resistance fighters. have
Major Khalid and Major Safiullah teme
gaid what they were ronducting Re
was a regular military “operation. ginni
The civil administration was in the them
hands of those whn had always nof
run it. Police stationg function as Th
before. district administrative <et. Synd

up and quasi-military forces made fapd,

up of men nf the Eaxt Pakistan almo
_Rifles. Mujahids and other carry on At
“tndependently handling jobs like smal
eivil defence. infiltration by West Hind
Pakistani troops, security JShecks ytter
and watch and ward duties over were
vital installations. few
COMPLETE FAITH - daze

In my tour of thig area, T met

a number of leaderf, inctuding A
members of the Awami League Wigh
elected to Parl:ament and the wan
Assembly in the lust-eleetion. They foun

had complete faith in the libera- ever
tlon army. They were extending clea
their fuil support to it and, as artit
elected representatives + of the TT
people. were helping to organize ed v
village resistance units. coliecting aper
tunds to keep. the liberation army seen
gaing. and in general mustering all bawo

the support that is possible from rifle

a civilian population in times of gens
war, | a lo
There is no sense of vanic in the of
cmtlying .rural areas despile . the mou
steadv  infiux of refugees ~from Oy
Chittageng, Dacea, Comilla  and arei
other towns. Most of the towns port
—-Ypat wers-héavitvshelledand-tont——zuer
ed by the Pakistan Army have been hv
abandonec by 5.000 peondie left out Rifle

of the 10,000 nr more who lived the
there befare the fighting hegan. M
Farmerg were plndding away at mat

their flelds ac thig seasan's paddy was
crop wtood chest hivh and ready cou

for harvesting in the next few thos
days. - ... Wwas

in the months to came there will Scie
be heavy and hitte- fighting. like D
’the action at Comilla on Thurs- men
day”when paratroopers supported was
by heavy artillerv fire and aivcraft Mr
stormed the positlon of liberation secr
army men on the west of the g¢an- sing
tonment, Every sihgle. man'was A
killed. There were only "50 ill- shol
equipped men defending It. but Lie
before thev allowed themselves -to Mik
die thev killed over 80 of the crack Huc
“West —Pakistant . paratrooper —unit;—ine:

It is not easy to single oyt cases ity
.of heroistn in the face of heavy Pak

aads 5
the story of .the Subedar at T
Comilla -Wn({ after txrqsing al%e!;z;: ﬁ:}s
men killed. 13 paratroopecs ¢
_being mowed  dewm by hevy ¢hiy
st -gufi fire, | per
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